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A bill to grant the right of way over the public 
Jands to a company incorporated by the Legista- 
ture of Alabama to construct a railroad from the 
Tennessee river to the waters of Mobile bay, and 
to grant a certain quantity of public land to that 
company. 

Unfavorable reports were made by Messrs. | 
BEALE and HOWELL, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions; Mr. LOYALL, from the Joint 
Committee on the Library;and Mr. JANES, from 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill from the Senate for 
the relief of Susan Marlow, without amendment. 

The question being on its third reading, some 
discussion ensued, in which Mr. WILLIAMS 
of North Carolina, Mr. SPEIGHT, Mr. HAR- 
DIN, Mr. LYON, and Mr. VINTON, took part. 
Before the vote was taken, the morning hour 
expired. 


SERVICE OF VOLUNTEERS. 


Pursuant to order, the House went into Com- 
mitee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Mvncensere in the chair,) on the bill au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to 
accept the service of volunteers. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
McKAY to amend the bill by restricting the 
power proposed to be conferred on the President 
to the same limitations provided by the act of 
1795—namely, that volunteers should be received 
only in the event of invasion, insurrection, &c. 

Mr. HARDIN said a few words in favor of 
the amendment, and indicated his intention of | 
offering a further amendment. 

Mr. MERCER suggested a modification to the | 
following purport, providing that the power || 
vested in the President of the United States by 
this act should be exercised only in the cases 
enumerated in the eigbth section of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, that the numbers of the 
volunteers should not exceed five thousand rank 
and file, and that the act should continue in force 
for two years only from the end of the present 
session of Congress. 

Mr. McKAY accepted this as a modification of | 
the amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, was in 
favor of a restriction of the number to five thou- 
sand men. He understood the gentleman from 


Missouri to say that no more than one thousand }) 


men would be sufficient for the protection of the 
Missouri frontier 


Mr. ASHLEY explained that he desired an 


additional regiment to the force already employed | 


there, 

Mr. WILLIAMS resumed, and opposed the 
bill, on the ground that it was superseding the | 
regular force, that no information had been laid | 
before Congress, by which it was shown that so 


large an extra force was requisite for repelling the | 


Indians, and that it was, to a certain extent, au- | 
thorizing the formation of anew standing army. 


prehended, he would not only vote for ten thou- 
sand men, but for one hundred thousand if neces- 
sary. At present, however, he saw no occasion | 
for so large 
should vote for the bill only with the restriction | 
of five thousand. 
Mr. SEVIER was opposed to any restriction, 
and gave a brief description of the present posi- 
ton of the western and Mexican frontiers, as 
proving the necessity of the immediate passage 
of the bill. 
Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, stated that he 
considered it a duty to apprize the committee of 
the restless, and even hostile disposition of the 
Indians on the northwestern frontier. He did 
not pretend to know more than other gentlemen 
on this subject, who had the same means of inform- 
ation; or to state itbetter. But that such was the | 
true state of the Indians generally he had no) 
doubt, The Indians had been recently removed 
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| from them. 


| subjection. 


| He would 
| of the gentleman, [Mr. nig 5 to raise an- | 

[f the committee | 
| would reflect on the extent 
_ Detroit around the settled part of the United | 
States to the Gulf of Mexico, a distance of two 
or three thousand miles, it was quite out of the 


_ country. 
If he thought a general Indian war was to be ap- | 


a number as ten thousand, and he | 
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in great crowds to the West, where hunting was | 
| not very good in many places, and the means of 


support not so abundant as they desired. They 
had left the region of country where they had 
been happy, and in great relative prosperity. 
They had, as they say, been forced from the bones 
of their fathers to a region of country not of their 
own choice, and not well adapted to their wants. 
He presumed this was the main reason why it 
was that they were dissatisfied, and rather hos- 
tile to the United States. In order to keep them 
in check and subordination, it was necessary to 
make a demonstration of military force among 
them. Itis well known to this committee that 
they are not wise and intelligent; they know and 
care very little about the great force of the United 
States, as that force is at such a great distance 
Not many of them travel through 
the several States; and when the strength of the 
Government is told to them they do not, in all 
cases, Lelieve it. 
do not know the situation they are in, and will 
act ander mistaken views of their situation to 


| their own ruin and destruction. 


Mr. R. said he was raised in the West, on the 


frontiers of many of these Indians, and believed | 
this to be a true statement of their situation and | 


condition. He admired much the merited stand- 


| ing of the American army, for its chivalry and | 
| noble daring; but such force could not, and would 


not, awe the Indians and keep them in ae 
A moderate force only could effect 


this object. It was idle to see cannon, trailed 


| in with oxen, in —— of an Jndian enemy— | 
1 at it—so would the whites. | 


they would laug 


support the intended amendment 


other regiment of dragoons. 
of frontier from 


power of one regiment of dragoons, even if com- 


manded by a Dodge, to keep in subjection the | 


Indians to that extent. It would require two or 
more additional regiments. He hoped it would 
be attended to at the proper time for the safety 
of the country and of the Indians. He said those 


individuals—and he hoped all were so—who felt | 
friendly to the Indians, would do the Indians a | 
service to keep among them a proper force to 

The humanity 

| that is in the breast of each member of this com- | 
|| mittee would dictate this course to him, and will 
| no doubt influence the committee on the subject. 
It was not much difference what the provision | 
| was in the bill as to the number of the troops to | 
The proper num- | 
ber would always be found in the West to answer | 


keep them in proper subjection. 


be received by the President. 


the emergency of the occasion. 


Mr. Chairman, you cannot keep back the brave 
sons of the West, when there is a necessity for 
their military services in the defense of their | 
There is no paper law on this subject | 
that will suppress the patriotism that burns in the 
breast of a western man, when his country is in- 
Therefore, he 
considered it very little difference about the limits 


vaded by an Indian or other foe. 


in the bill. If something were not done on the 


subject, we may witness, as we did in 1832, the | 

‘(| massacre of women and children, and the war- 

' whoop extended all along our frontier. 
vent this, and the extermination of the Indians, 
this bill and other preventive measures ought to 


be adopted. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that, if the 
committee would reflect fora moment on the con- 
dition of the western frontier, it struck him that 
they would retain the maximum of numbers in 
The condition of the Mexican frontier ; 

had been adverted to, and he did not think that 
gentlemen could look at that condition, ai devel- 
oped from documents and advices received within 
the last few days, without coming to the conelu- | 
sion that the Government of the United States had taught us, could nei 


the bill. 






They, the Indians, therefore, | 


To pre- 


|| power, when necessa 
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were slumbering at their post. The Mexican 
army were at this time approaching our frontier? 
And what must be the inevitable consequences if 
they did? Why, there were ten thousand chances 
to one that there would be a general war by the 
Indians upon the whole of that frontier, the mo- 
ment the Texans were driven to our borders, as 
he firmly believed they would be. The Mexican 
army was well appointed, much more numerous, 
and much more effective than they were gener- 
ally described; and we must not rely, too con- 
fidently rely, upon the valor and bravery of the 
Texans, for numbers preponderated too much 
against them. 

It should also be borne in mind that the Mex- 
ican army were veterans in the service, having 
been more or less engaged in actual warfare for 
the last twenty years; and, moreover, that many 
of them were mountaineers, and had been accus- 
tomed to the highways. He was satisfied that 
both the foree and prowess of the Mexican army 
had been greatly underrated. With the contest 
going on there; we had nothing to do but we 
had much to do with our frontier, and therefore 
ought to take efficient measures for its protection. 
He was willing to devote the whole of this day 
to the consideration of this bill, and he hoped the 
maximum of numbers would be retained. 

Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, said he en- 
tirely concurred with the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. CamBretenc] in the necessity of 
strengthening our military force on the western 
frontier: for himself, he should vote for an in- 
crease of our force in that quarter, as well on 
account of the danger which we had a right to 
apprehend of a rupture with the Indians, as from 
the events which are occurring in the province of 
Texas. Sir, (said Mr. C.,) if our information 
does not deceive us, a most bloody war is waging 
on our borders, between the Texans and the 
Mexicans—a war which, for cruelty on the part 
of the Mexicans, is without an example in the 
history of savage nations; a war in which the 
Mexican general sets at defiance all the rules of 
civilized warfare. Shall we not prepare to see, at 
least, that the bloody flag shall halt at our border? 

Mr. C. said he did not desire to embarrass the 


| Administration in regard to the delicate relations 
| between this country and Mexico by any hasty 


movement of his, nor would he, on the present 
occasion, inquire how far it might be the dut 
of this Government to compel the Mexicans, in 
this contest, to observe the rules of civilized war- 
fare. He wished to say to the Administration 
that, in such an effort, they shuuld have his cor- 
dial support. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, did not understand 
that this bill, in any way, proposed to en 
the power of the President of the United States, 
but merely authorized him to relieve the States 
by accepting, in lieu of the force to be furnished 
by them, the services of volunteers. It was 
acknowledged that the service to be required was 
one of a nature far beyond the efficiency of the 
ordinary militia; and on this ground, hehethes, 
he should vote for the bill. There was no doubt 
that the relations of the Government of the United 
States, and the interests of the people of the United 
States, had assumed, in that quarter of our couti- 
try, an important aspect; but he should not give 
his support to this bill from any apprehension 
that the territory of the United States was to be 
invaded, nor from any > rehension that‘ the 
ruthless and cruel tyrant o Mexico was to unfold 
the bloody flag in our atmosphere. He had no 
such apprehensions. It was, however, undoubt- 
edly the duty of the Government of the United 
States to look to the security of ics citizens in that 
quarter, and to that of the settlers near the Indiains™ 
who had gone west of the Mississippi. ‘They 
had a right tu look to the Government for pro- 
tection—to call upon it to use the strong arm of 
, to protect them fronr the’ 
» who, e 

be civilised; nor 
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restrained but by a powerful force. ‘The very 
cireumstance of so many Indians being thrown 





war, always seeking occasion of hostility without 
adequate cause, an other circumstances he need 
not particularly advert to then, justified an appre- 


hengion, rather than anticipation, that aggressions | 
might be committed, and cause of war might arise. | 


The object of this bill was to organize an efficient 
force, which would act as a protection to our 
western frontier, and be more effective than any 
militia force that could be brought out. He 
therefore sincerely trusted that the bill would 


pass; but he hoped they would not involve in its | 


consideration any of those extremely delicate ques- 
tions connected with our foreign affairs. They 
owed obligations under the stipulations of solemn 
treaties; and in conformity with the long-estab- 
lished usage of this Government, he hoped they 


would be maintained, on their part, with sacred | 


and inviolable fidelity. He hoped they would 
not permit themselves to be led away by their 
feelings or sympathies, tu take any step which 
might, in any way, interfere with the obligations 
of those treaties. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, was op- 


panes to an increase of the army; nevertheless, he 


elt constrained, by the highest considerations of | 
duty, to support a measure for the protection of | 


our frontier. He believed there were causes now 
at work which would make it necessary to pre- 
pare for an Indisn war on the western frontier, 
of an extent and ferocity which had never been 
witnessed. 
had voted for a suspension of the rules for the 
purpose of allowing a proposition to be intro- 
duced for raising another regiment of mounted 
men for the protection of the frontier. He be- 


lieved that a regiment of a thousand such men as || 


could be raised in the West would have put an 
end to the war in Florida in one month. The 
western people were unquestionably the best 


marksmen in the world; they shoot with adeadly | 


aim, and are almost born on horseback and with 


gun in hand; and he felt confident, if that gallant | 


officer, Colonel Dodge, had been sent to Florida 
with a regiment of such men, that, ere this, he 
would have given a receipt in full for every man 
there. The Tednee were not to be conquered by 
the slow movements of infantry, or by the usual 
modes of warfare. Look at what had occurred 
in Fiorida. Men were taken into the service for 
three months; many of them were collected from 
South Carolina and Georgia; and before they 
could reach the field of action a month of that 
time must elapse, leaving but two months for 


service. Whenever the Indians were commanded | 
by men of talents, (as every one must now admit | 
they were so commanded in Florida,) every order || 
for disbanding your army would be an order for | 
the assembling of the Indian enemy. Then, | 


whenever a war broke out with the Indians, 
Tennessee and Kentucky were the places to find 
the men to put it down, and put it down effect- 
were If the war in Florida should be termin- 
ated by a treaty, and those Indians be removed 
to the West flushed with victory, and having the 


utmost confidence in their leader, Osceola, and | 
connected with powerful tribes already there, | 


they would scarcely sit quietly down, or even be 
kept down, by one thousand of the most distin- 
guished warriors of the West. He conceived it 
to be the duty of Congress to 
vent the shedding of blood; an 
roperly managed, he contended ought not to 
ast more than a month. 
spoken of, he thought no sensible man would 
entertain such an idea for a moment; and as to 
that fellow, Santa Anna, if the House and the 
Government were of the same opinion Mr. T. 
was, they would cut off all diplomatic intercourse 
with such a wretch. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained. 
say there was any fear of an invasion by a Mexi- 
can army; what he said was, that the Mexicans 
might reach our frontier, and that circumstance 
might be the cause of stirring up the Indians to 
hostilities against the United States. 


He did not 


Mr. THOMPSON would give the bill his warm |, 


support, if it was amended so as not to call the 
troops into service unless in case of an actuai |n- 


dian war, ox good reason toapprehend such wav. | 











In the early part of the session he | 


| of some two or three thousand; then, that being 
rant this to pre- | 
an Indian war, | 


As to the invasion | 
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He considered five thousand men sufficient, and | would follow the chase as they h 


| six months long enough period of time. 
together, their known disposition to violence and | oo 


Mr. HARRI 
dom to prepare for a difficulty with those western 
Indians while they could do so, and endeavor to 
arrest it. Heretofore the Indians had been dis- 
persed throughout the different western States; | 
and, in case of difficulty with them, they were 
not able to bring such a formidable force into the 
field, and were put down by merely calling out 
the militia. Their situation, however, was now 
different; they were concentrated upon the west- | 


ern frontier of the country, and could now accom- || 
ish what they never before could accomplish. || 


fe was in favor of receiving those men for six | 
months, because, by so doing, you were able to | 
get the best men; and if you took men for a long 
period of service, you necessarily got the dregs 
of society and men of very little use in that kind 
of service. The Indians on the western frontier, 
agreeable to a report from the War Department, 


amounted to upwards of one hundred and fifty || 
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ad been accus- 


| tomed to do in the land of their fathers. He 
N said it was the part of wis- || remembered, too, that those who then viewed the 


_ subject more arts and, as it would seem, more 


wisely, prophesied what had since happened. 
But he considered there was but little to fear. 
No man had higher confidence in the armed free. 
men of the United States than he had when called 


/into action; but he did not consider that the 


manner in which the war was carried on in 
Florida had been the best for putting it down. 
The Indian cared nothing about honorable war- 
fare, because he had been taught from his youth 
to take advantage. He would, in fact, possess 
himself of your camp before you had moved 
from it ten miles. One word in relation to what 
had been said by his colleague, [Mr. Campre- 


/LENG.] It seemed that a war panic must be kept 
| up somewhere, and he supposed an army would 
| next be raised to protect us from the invasion of 


Santa Anna. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG observed that he had 


thousand souls; and it was generally believed || said nothing about invasion by Santa Anna, 


they could bring from thirty to forty thousand | 
warriors into the field, which, at any time of dis- 


turbance, might march into Missouriand Arkan- |! 


sas, and drive them and their wives and children | 
from their homes. It was well known that reg- 
ular troops were of very little service to chastise 
those Indians, if a war should break out. The 
history of the western country, from the defeat 
of Braddock down to the present time, would 
show the truth of this; and the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. TuHompson] was correct in 
saying that the western mounted men were the 


most efficient force that could be brought against | 


them. Men, to fight these Indians with advan- 
tage, must be men who have been accustomed to 
arms, and accustomed to the woods. He con- 
sidered it was best to have a good and sufficient 
force to put down the war at once if one should 
break out, and therefore hoped the bill would pass. 

The hour of one having arrived, the committee, 
pursuant to the order of the House, rose and re- 
ported progress. 


Mr. ASHLEY moved to suspend the rule for | 
this day for the penpess of proceeding with the 


consideration of the bill authorizing the President 
to accept the service of volunteers, and the bill 
for the better protection of the western frontier; 
which was agreed to—ayes 110, noes 40. 

The House again went into committee, (Mr. 


Mvntensere in the chair.) The former bill was | 


again taken up. 


The amendment of Mr. McKay was agreed 
to as modified. 


The question recurred upon the amendment of | 


Mr. Asuuey, which proposed to raise an addi- 
tional regiment of dragoons. 

Mr. ASHLEY said infantry were of little use 
to put into the woods against Indians, but they 
were serviceable, and were necessary to occup 


| the posts; and, in case of a war, to fail back and | 


protect the frontier. The war in Florida showed 
the truth of this assertion. 


little regiment, however brave an 
might be, could protect the frontierextending from 
the lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. In Floridaa 
few hundred Indians kept an army engaged there, 


the case, he asked how many it would take to 
keep at bay, on the western frontiers, fifteen or 
twenty thousand warriors? The Government was 
bound, he said, to keep a force among them to 
keep them from committing depredations upon | 
each other, and upon the frontier inhabitants. | 
He advocated his amendment at some length, and 
urged the speedy passage of the bill. 

Mr. GRANGE % rose to give his assent to the 
general purposes of the bill, but poset to | 
the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri. 
He remembered, when the question of removing 
those Indians from the abodes and sepulchres of 
their fathers was first raised, an argument in its 
favor, and one that had recommended itself to 
him with more force than any other, was the fact | 
that they would be removed from the vices which | 


civilizaion threw around them; that they would || 
be taken to a country where broad ine grounds | 


would be secured to them; and that they | 





ements 


Mounted men were | 
the only kind of troops to put into the field against | 
the Indians; butit must not be supposed that one | 
skillful they 


What he had said was, that in the case of Santa 
Anna coming to our frontier, it might stir up 
the Indians to commit depredations. 

Mr. GRANGER regretted that his colleague 
should have connected Santa Anna’s name even 
with our frontier Indians. He said, if his blood- 
stained flag should ever be brought so near our 
territory that its folds could be seen, the valley 
of the Mississippi and Ohio, and the whole west- 
ern country, would be poured upon that frontier; 
and his colleague, as well as himself, well knew 
that when the hunters of Kentucky and the Ten- 
nessee riflemen were in the fleld, the enemy had 


, better look out. 


Mr. RIPLEY addressed the House at sume 


|, length in reference to the exposed state of the 


sparsely-settled population on the western and 
southwestern frontier, the formidable and power- 
ful tribe of Indians residing contiguous to those 


| frontiers, and the importance and necessity of 


providing for the permanent defense, which he 
contended could be best done by adopting the 
roposition of the gentleman from Missouri, 
Mr. Asucey,] providing for raising an additional 
regiment of dragoons, which.was almost the only 


_ description of troops that could contend efficiently 


and with success against the Indians. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, hoped the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri would pre- 
vail. It was substantially the same as Mr. W. 
himself had proposed to another bill some eight 
or nine weeks ago, and which, if adopted then, 
would have saved the Government at least half a 
million of dollars. He then entered into a de- 
scription of the campaign in Florida and the pres- 
ent situation of the country there. In a very 
short time General Scott would be compelled to 
disband nearly his whole force, and the country 
would be left to the mercy of the savage the 
whole summer. Even with reference to the ex- 


_ isting circumstances in Florida alone, the amend- 
| ment ought to prevail; and he recommended the 


honorable mover to use the words ‘* dragoons or 
mounted riflemen.” 
Mr. MANN, of New York, expressed his 


' surprise that this bill should be embarrassed by 


gentlemen coming from the quarter of the coun- 
try most interested in it, with propositions which 


_ he conceived to be highly objectionable; such as 


the one pending to incorporate a new force in 
the regular Army of the United States; in other 


words, to increase the standing Army upon mere 


surmise. He had recently received a lengthy 
communication from a distinguished officer now 
stationed on the western frontier, (Colonel Taylor, ) 
which stated that there was no apprehension of 
hostilities on the part of the Indians, nor had 
there been the slightest manifestation of dissatis- 
faction exhibited by them. Mr. M. strongly 
opposed the amendment. In the first place, there 
was no evidence that any additional force was 
required; and secondly, they had no experience 
as yet that the proposed force would be more 
effective than those already existing. On tne 
contrary, it was a well-established military fact, 
that cavalry were at least more expensive, if not 
less effective, in an enemy’s country, from the 
necessity of collecting forage, and the difficulty 


of precuring it. 
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amendment. 


were entertained from the Creek Indians on the 
borders of Georgia and Alabama, and the effect 
of this amendment, if adopted, would go far to 


secure the peace and tranquillity of that quarter. | 


Had such a force been stationed in Florida be- 
fore the war, all the depredations and slaughter 
which had visited that Territory would have 
been prevented, and the Seminoles would have 
been as peaceable as the Indians in the North- 
west. He was confident that, if a cavalry force 
was raised and properly stationed, nothing would 


ever again be heard of Indian aggressions. He | 


would not take the expenses into consideration, 


THE CO 


Mr. GLASCOCK was in favor of the forma- | should, however, have preferred the amendment | Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, was 
tion of such a corps as that proposed in the | without the modification of his colleague, (Mr. | accept the amendment. 
He remarked, that official advices | | 
had been received, that serious apprehensions |, 


for it would be a reflection upon our national | 


character. Mr. G. then adverted to the Florida 
war, where, from the peculiar nature of the coun- 
try, cavalry could not be so effective as infantry; 


His object was to have a force of mounted in- 
fantry, thereby partaking of both characters, 
with the advantages of each. 

Mr. HANNEGAN replied to Mr. Many, and 
supported the amendment. He referred to the 
great efficiency of mounted men inthe Black Hawk 
war, in the campaigns on the Wabash, before and 
after the battle of Tippecanoe, in the last war on 


the northwestern frontier, and in the campaign of \| 


Colonel Dodge. He referred to advices he had 
received of the temper of the Indians at present 
on the western and northwestern frontier, from 
whom apprehensions were justly entertained. 


selves used horses in their excursions, being 
always well mounted, and that the prairies fur- 
nished ample forage for their sustenance, as also 
for the subsistence of our own horses. As'Texas 
had been alluded to by several gentlemen, and 
the possibility of Santa Anna’s approach to our 
frontier suggested, he would only speak as one, 
that for himself, were the powers and resources 
of the American Government at this moment 
under his control, he would lend them all, and 
with all the energy ever given by man to any 
cause, to aid in inflicting deserved punishment 
upon the monsters who, at San Antonio and else- 
where, had offered an insult to every civilized 
nation of the earth by their brutal atrocities. He 
would never pause, never hesitate, never falter, 
until every miscreant who had stood beneath the 
wavings of the bloody flag had found beneath the 
soil of Texas a bloody grave—never till Texas 
was free. 

Mr. GILLET moved to insert the following 
words in the amendment: * if the President shall 
hereafter deem such regiment necessary;’’ which 

Mr. ASHLEY accepted it as a modification. 


Mr. GILLET was convinced the additional | 


force for the western frontier should be provided 
for. If they were not wanted they would not be 
raised, as the amendment was modified; but if 
they should omit to pass this bill, and hostilities 
should break out when the time had passed to 
provide the meaus of repelling them, their con- 


stituents would gone hold them responsible for | 
e 


the consequences. contended that a cavalry 
force was the mostefficient that could be employed 
against the Indians in the open prairie region of 
the West. He admitted that it was more costly, 
but that would not weigh anything with him. 
He should vote for putting that frontier in such a 
state of defense as would be satisfactory to the 
people who resided there. 

r. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, also supported 
the amendment and the bill; and he stated that 
the people of the western part of Louisiana were 
very much alarmed, and they were in daily ap- 
prehension of hostilities from the Indians. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL briefly replied to Mr. 


'| erations. 


Many, and made a few remarksin support of the . 


amendment. It scemed that all concurred, that 
& mounted force was the best that could be em- 
ployed; and the only question was, whether they 
should wait till the moment had arrived for their 
employment? He was disposed at once to make 
the provision, and should not envy the responsi- 
bility of his colleague if they pegsecies to do it, 
suffered the war to break out, and the country to 
be ravaged before it could be prevented. He 








| Gituer. 


of Mr. Gittet’s modification, and accepted that 
of Mr. Waite, of Florida, to insert the words, 
** or mounted riflemen.”’ 

Mr. MANN, of New York, said a few words 
in rejoinder to the gentleman who had replied to 
him. He was not opposed to the bill, but he 
could not bring himself to concur in the expedi- 
ency of raising all at once so large a body of 
cavalry as ten thousand men. He was in favor of 
limitation, and not to the utmost extent they 
could go, especiajly without any information 
having been furnished to prove its necessity. 

Mr. EVERETT said he had been misunder- 
stood on yesterday. He was in favor of the 
amendment of the gentleman from North Caro- 
| lina, (Mr. McKay,] but it did not go far enough 


nt || to remove his objections to the first section of the 
but this was not the case on the western prairies. 


bill. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, cited the | 


report of the Secretary of War, giving a tabular 
statement of the number of warriors of the va- 
| rious tribes of Indians on the frontiers. 


Mr. HOAR thought at least the opinion of the | 
| Military Committee should be given thereon be- | 


fore they were required to vote on a proposition 
| of so important a character as this. 
Mr. THOMPSON cited a passage from the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of War, recommend- 
ing a similar provision. 


Mr. HOAR still thought the subject should 


|| have been considered by the Military Committee, 
Mr. H. adverted tu the fact that the Indians them- || 


and they ought to have the result of their delib- 
Until that was done, and it came rec- 
| ommended from that committee, he could not 
| consent to vote for it. 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, explained the 
| course that had been taken on the proposition in the 
, Military Committee, who had postponed it, and 


| brought up the single proposition to authorize the | 


| President of the United States to receive volun- 
| teers, instead of drafting the militia. He should 
| himself vote for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

'of Mr. Asnuey’s proposition in this bill, as it 
was incongruous, and the bill and amendment 
were inconsistent with each other. He should 


man’s proposition, if he would bring it forward 

separately; but the principles embraced in the 
/ one and in the other were totally separate and 
distinct. 
sum should be appropriated to carry the provis- 
ions of the bill into effect; for, otherwise, it was 
placing the whole Treasury at the disposition of 
| the President. 
Mr. BOND said there was no necessity for the 
| amendment, inasmuch as the first section of the 
| bill already provided for ‘* mounted troops.”’ 
| Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, re- 

marked that it was evident they would not get 
| through the bill that day, and he therefore moved 
| that the committee rise. Lost. 
| The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
| ASHLEY, WHITE of Florida, and McKEON, 
in support of the amendment; and it was then 
' adopted—ayes 96, noes 40. - 

Mr. HARDIN moved to amend the first sec- 
tion by adding the following: 
‘In the same manner as the militia of the several States 
and Territories are now appointed and commissioned, and 


as militia, said mounted men, when in service, sliall be 
considered.”’ 


Agreed to. 


Mr. ADAMS moved to insert a specific appro- 
riation of $300,000 for the pay of the troops to 
Ss employed under the provisions of this bill. 
Mr. McK AY contended there was no necessity 
for a specific appropriation, because the number 
of men was provided for, and their pay was reg- 
ulated by the bill. 
Mr. ADAMS could not subscribe to that doc- 
trine. He thought they might as well throw out 
all the specific clauses in the civil list bill, and 


make a general enactment for so much as was | 
required for that branch of the service, as leave | 
! 
| 


4 Post Roads be instructed to 


this bill without specifying the precise sum to be 
expended in the object of it. 
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Mr. WSHLEY then withdrew his acceptance | 


| Mr. ADAMS was opposed to the introduction | 
_ vote for the bill, and would also for the gentle- | 


Mr. A. also wished that some specific || 
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willing to 

The motion was then agreed to, 

‘Mr. ADAMS moved a proviso to the bill, that 
nothing therein contained should be so construed 
as to deprive the persons so called into the service 
of the United States of any privilege belonging 
to the militia, when called into the service of the 
Government; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to strike out the 
fourth section providing for the payment of horses 
lost in the service; which was agreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to limit the term of 
service from twelve months to * six or’? twelve 
months; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside; and the committer 
took up the bill to provide for the better protec- 
tion of the western frontier. 

Mr. SEVIER proposed an amendment to the 
bill, pending which the committee rose and re- 
ported the first bill and amendments; and on the 
latter asked leave to sit again. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpar, pril 23, 1836. 

Mr. LINN, who had been absent from his seat 
for some days in consequence of the indisposition 
‘ of himself and family, attended. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Coonerivtens praying Con- 
gress to create $200,000,000 of five per cent. stock, 
to be divided mmong the States and Territories, 
and District of Columbia, and pledge the public 


| lands for its redemption; which was referred to 


| the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented several me- 


|| morials, praying for a donation of a portion of 


the public lands in aid of the construction of the 
Zanesville and Maysville road; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pub- 
| lic Lands, moved that the Committee be dia- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the Wesleyan University of Connec- 

ticut; which motion. was agreed to, 

Mr. LEIGH presented the petitions of the heirs 
| of John McKinley and John Judge; which were 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedings 


|| of a meeting of a number of officers of the Navy, 
i} on the subject of a naval academy; which were 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
Mr. S. also presented the petition of the trus- 
| tees of the College of New Jersey, praying fora 


|| donation of public lands; which was referred to 


' the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of the 
General Assembly of Indiana, praying Congress 
to take measures for the extinguishment of the 
Indian titles to lands in that State, and for the 
_ removal of the Pottawatomie and Miami Indians; 
also praying for the establishment of a post route 
from Strawtown, via Camden, to Delphi, and from 
Peru, via Good Hope, to Lima; which waa re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported the bill for the relief of 
Antoine Peltier, without amendment; and reported 
a bill for the relief of Pierre Menard and Joseph 

| Bogy; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the improvement of certain harbors, and for 
—— certain surveys; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of the exec- 
utors of David Caldwell; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 
Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolu- 
' tion; which lies on the table one day: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Pust Office and 
inquire into the of 
"a post route from Suawtown, via Camden, to Velplil, Al 








ee 


@ post route from Peru, 
the State of Indiana. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF G. B. HORNER. 
The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Gustavus B. Horner, was read the third ume, 
and passed. 
The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Kiwe, of Alabama, was considered and agreed to 


GOLD AND SILVER FOR PUBLIC LANDs. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday | 


by Mr. Benton, was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, That from and after the —— day of >in 
the year 1836, nothing but gold and silver vught to be re- 
ecived in payment for public lands; and that the Committee 
on Public Lands be instructed to report a bill accordingly. 


Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate in favor 





of the resolution. He was opposed toa national || 


currency of peper. and in favor of disconnecting 
the Federal ‘T 


ditiously as it could be done withoutinjury to the 


ublic. At present he limited himself to one || 


ranch of the revenue, the public lands; and for 
strong and peculiar reasons wished to begin with 
hard money payments in that branch. The state 


of the paper system, the impossibility of regulat- | 


ing it in its application to lands, and the mis- 
chiefs which were now resulting to the Federal 
Treasury, to the currency of the new States, and 
to the settlers and cultivators who wished to pur- 
chase lands for use, imperiously required a rem- 
edy; and a cessation to receive paper money for 


land was an obvious and certain remedy for a part | 


of these evils. of 
The state of the paper system was now hideous 
and appalling; and those who did not mean to 


suffer by its catastrophe should 7 from its em- | 


braces. According toa report made in the House 
of Representatives by the select committee, of 
which Mr. Gittet, of New York, was the 
chairman, the present numberof chartered banks 
and their branches in the United States could not 
be less than seven hundred and fifty, their char- 
tered capitals notless than three hundred millions, 
and their chartered right to issue paper money 
extended to $750,000,000! Mr. B. repeated this 


statement; and dwelling from the last sum, (the | 


$750,000,000 of paper money,) he said it was 


enough to make the spirits of the dead start from | 


their graves !—the spirits, he meant, of those dead 
patriots, who, having seen the evils of paper 
money, and being determined to free their coun- 
try from such evils jn all future time, took care, 


by a constitutional enactment, to make gold and || 


silver the only currency of the Constitution, and 
‘the only tender in payment of debts. 


Having stated the number of the banks, their | 


vast nominal capital, their unlimited real power 


to cover the country with paper, the greatamount || 


of their paper issues, five of them alone having 
increased their circulation fifteen millions in about 
a year, and reminding the Senate that the busi- 
ness of chartering banks was in full progress in 


many of the States, Mr. B. looked to the state | 
of the connection between this wilderness of banks | 


and the Federal Treasury. This connection (he 
“ee! depended, in point of law, upon the joint 
resolution of 1816, which, in addition to specie 
and the notes of the bank of the United States, 
gave authority, by implication, to receive the 
notes of all specie-paying banks in payment of 
pre dues. This was the law; the practice un- 

er it he would state presently, and would show 
that no practice under it, with the multitudes of 
banks now existing, could be safe for the country, 
or free from the danger of irretrievably entang- 
ling the Federal Government with the ups and 
downs of the whole paper system, and all the 
fluctuations, convulsions, and disasters to which 
it was subject, But, before he did this, he would 
say that the joint resolution of 1816 was a wise 
and laudable act at the time it was passed, and 
made a great 
provement of the currency. The currency of the 
country, especially of the whole South and West, 
was at that time paper, and not only paper, but 
inconvertible paper; the banks which issued it 
not paying specie, and the holder being obliged 


to sell his notes at ten, fifteen, ortwenty percent. | 


dincoum if he wished to hard money for 
em. The whole community was submitting to 
imposhion of using this paper, and the Fed- 
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assets ey aan i a 


ood Hope Prairie, to Lima, in 


reasury from paper money a8 expe- | 


step at that time towards the im- | 





eral Treasury with the rest, The joint resolution 
of 1816 was passed, and fixed a limited time, less 
|| than a year, within which no notes but those of 
|| Specie-paying banks should be receivable for 
|| public dues, The effect was immediate and ma- 
gical, and showed how completely the Federal 
Government had the paper currency under its 
power, and could control it if it would only use 
_that power. Before the day limited there was a 
| general resumption of specie payments, which, 
| with some exceptions, has continued ever since. 
Soe out resolution of 1816 was then wise and 
laudable when passed; but the advance which the 
paper system has since made, and is still making, 
entirely changes the effect of that resolution. 
There are no longer any non-specie paying banks 
|| whose notes will be received either by the Fed- 





| eral Treasury or by individuals; and there are 
_ seven hundred and fifty specie-paying banks, with 
a constant increase of their number, whose notes 
may be received by the Federal Treasury. In 
voint of law, all these banks are egual; they all 
C ve an equal right to be received in Federal pay- 
ments; but in point of fact they are not all ad- 
mitted; and here the practical difficulties begin to 
present themselves. To receive the paper of all 
these banks would be to fill the Treasury, in a 
very short time, with some tens of millions of 
unavailable funds; to discriminate between them, 
to receive some and reject others, would be to 
exercise a power which might lead to favoritism, 
undue influence, partiality, and injustice, and 
_might invest some ‘man, or some body of men, 
with adangerous power over the paper currency. 
| The first question woald be, who shall make the 
discrimination? And the practical answer would 
robably be, that the deposit banks, for the time 
benb from 1816 to the present time, have been 
|| the practical arbiters of the receivability of State 
bank paper. These banks, it is presumed, have 
been required to receive no paper but that which 
they could credit as specie to the United States, 
'and while this gave them an option which seems 
naturally to belong to the obligation of paying all 
the Government demands in specic, yet it had the 
| effect of devolving the power of regulating the 
paper currency upon banking institutions, for- 
merly the Bank of the United States, and at pres- 
ent upon three dozen banks which are the depos- 
itories of the public moneys. Mr. B. objected to 
devolving this power upon banks. It was a most 
_ responsible aid dingirous power, liable to abuse 
/and to great mischief from indiscretion as well as 
design. In the first place there could be no sys- 
tem; for each of the thirty-six banks would decide 
for itself what should be received, and what should 
| have the high character of land office or custom- 
| house money. In the next place, there could be 
no permanency in the receivability of any par- 
| ticular paper. The deposit bank could make and 
| break its arrangements at pleasure; and what was 
| land office money or custom-house money on one 
| 


day, might cease to be so on the next, and the 
public not be able to see any reason for the change, 
and which change might subject individuals to 
| great loss and imposition. In the third place, the 
best banks of the country might be capriciously 
excluded, while insignificant ones might be in- 
vested with all the advantages of supplying a 
Federal currency; and in the present multitude of 
thirty-six banks, to decide each for itself on the 
_ paper of seven hundred and fifty banks, perhaps 
many of them as good as the deposit banks, it 
was impossible to get along without complaints 
and dissatisfaction, and much possible injustice 
to banks as well as injury to individuals. 
The next tribunal to decide, Mr. B. would as- 
_ sume to be the Secretary of the Treasury himself; 
| but this would only be an arbiter in name; the 
Secretary would have to decide according to the 
representations of members of Congress, and 
these members would have to act upon the im- 


anks, so that there would be no real arbiter, an 

no real responsibility; and, besides, he (Mr. B.) 
_was not willing to invest any officer whatever 
with the power of regulating the paper currency, 
and giving to what notes he pleased a circulation 
coextensive with the Union, by ordering them to 
|, be received in Payot for public dues. The third 
| tribunal was the Congress itself; and this would 
" he found to be no tribunal at all, as every mem- 
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ber would take care to have the banks in his ow, 
| district admitted to all the advantages which were 
granted to any other; and thus the whole would 
be admitted without discrimination. 

Mr. B. saw insuperable difficulties in the de- 
tail as well as in the principle of this question, 
The Federal Government can create a national 
paper currency by giving receivability to bank 
paper; it can deluge any new State with bank 
paper from any other State by making it receiy- 
able for public lands. Itcan give a paper currency 
to a State in spite of itself; in Missouri, for ex- 
ample, where the Legislature has refused to char- 
tera bank from a just and laudable antipathy to 
a paper currency, and where the Federal Goy- 
‘ernment receives paper money for its lands, and 
thus gives currency to that paper; thus counter- 
acting the policy of the State, and introducing 
strange and foreign notes into circulation to the 
diminution of gold and silver. 

Taking the fact as it now existed, Mr. B. said 
it was clear that the deposit banks, each for it- 
self, was the regulator of the paper currency, and 
the arbiter of what might, and might not, be re- 
ceived in payment of public dues. And what 
was the result? Why, that the whole paper sys- 
tem had run wild. Bank charters were granted 
for millions, paper issues to exceed all bounds, 
loans to any amount to anybody to speculate — 
in reality, to gamble in stocks, public lands, 
and what not, until the public Treasury is filled 
to distension with bank paper. The effect of 
all this uncontrolled state of the paper system 
has been most signally manifested in the public 
lands, where the sales have increased from four 
millions per annum to five millions per quarter! 
causing the Treasury to be filled with paper, the 
Congress to be harassed with projects for getting 
rid of surpluses, while the new States have been 
overrun with speculators bidding up the lands 
against cultivators and settlers, and introducing 
myriads of strange notes into places where they 
/ were wholly unknown. 

Mr. B. said he was able to inform the Senate 
how it happened that the sales of the public lands 
had deceived all calculations, and run up from 
four millions a year to five millions a quarter; 
it was this: speculators went to banks, borrowed 
five, ten, twenty, fifty thousand dollars in paper, 

in small notes, usually under twenty dollars, and 
| engaged to carry off these notes to a great dis- 
tance, sometimes five hundred or a thousand 
miles, and there lay them out for public Jands. 
Being land office money, they would circulate in 
the country; many of these smal! notes would 
never return at all, and their loss would be a clear 
gain to the bank; others would not return fora 
long time; and the bank would draw interest on 
them for years before they had to redeem them. 
Thus speculators, loaded with paper, would out- 
bid settlers and cultivators who had no undue 
accommodation from banks, and who had noth- 
ing but specie to give for lands, or the indies 
which were its real equivalent. Mr. B. said 
that, living ina new State, it came within his 
knowledge to know that such accommodations 
as he had mentioned were the main cause of the 
_excessive sales which had taken place in the 
public lands, and that the effect was equally inju- 
rious to every interest concerned except the banks 
and the speculators. It was injurious to the Treas- 
ury, which was filled up with paper; to the new 
States, which were flooded with papor; and to 
_ settlers and cultivators, who were outbidsby spec- 
ulators loaded with this borrowed paper. A re- 
turn to specie payments for land is the remedy 
for all these evils. 

It would put an end to every complaint now 
connected with the subject, and have a beneficial 
effect upon every public and private interest. 
Upon the Federal Government its effect would be 
to check the unnatural sale of the public lands to 
speculators for paper; it would throw the specu- 
lators out of market; limit the sale to settlers and 
cultivators; stop the swelling increase of paper 
surpluses in the Treasury; put an end to all pro- 
jects for disposing of surpluses; and relieve all 
anxiety for the fate of the public moneys in the 
deposit banks. Upon the new States, where the 
public lands are situated, its effect would be most 

auspicious. It would stop the flood of paper 
with which they are inundated, and bring in a 
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steady stream of gold and silver in its place, It 
would give them a hard-money currency, and | 
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especially a share of the gold FONG 9 for every 
emigrant could then carry gold to the country. 
Upon the settler and cultivator, who wished to 
purchase land, its effect would be peculiarly 
advantageous. He would be relieved from the 
competition of speculators; he would not have to 
contend with those who received undue accom- | 


modations at banks, and came to the land offices | 


loaded with bank notes which they have bor- | 
rowed upon condition of carrying them faraway, | 


and turning them loose where many would be || 


lost, and never get back to the bank that issued 
them. All these and many other good effects 
would thus be produced, and no hardship or evil 
of any kind could accrue; for the settler and cul- 


would have no difficulty in getting hard mone 
to make the purchase. 
modations from banks. He has no paper but 
what is good; such as he can readily convert into 
specie. To him the exaction of specie payment 
from all purchasers would be a rule of equality, 
which would enable him to purchase what he || 
needs without competition with fictitiousand bor- | 
rowed capital. 

Mr. B. considered that the return to hard money 
for the payment of the public lands was the only 
thing that could give permanency, uniformity, 
and equality, to what is called land-office money. | 
It was of the greatest moment to the people of | 
the new States that they should know what was, 
and what was not, receivable for public lands; 
and that what was once fixed, should remain || 
stable. They were subject to too many losses 
and impositions from instability in the receiv- | 
ability of different kinds of paper. They never 
knew anythingabout changes until they are made. 
When a citizen, with much trouble, has collected 
what is land-office money to-day, he may find 
to-morrow that it is changed; or, at the moment 
of carrying it to the land office, he may find it 
rejected, and himself thrown upon the tender 
mercies of a shaver to procure, at a new sacrifice, | 
what the receiver canaccept. Since the adoption 
of the amendment which he had the honor to offer, 
restricting the use of paper in payments from the 
Government, it followed, as a necessary conse- 
quence, that there must be corresponding restric- 
tions upon the receipt of it. That amendment 
made four important improvements in the Federal || 
use of paper moncy: 

1. In prohibiting, forthwith, the use of notes of 
less than ten dollars in all payments from the 
Federal Government or the Post Office; 

2. In prohibiting the use of notes of less than 
twenty dollars in such payments, from the 3d of 
March next; . 

3. In prohibiting the use, in like payments, of 
all notes whatever which were issued at one place 
and made payable at another; 

4. In prohibiting the use of all notes, in such 
payments, which were not equivalent to specie at 
the place where offered in payment, and convert- 
ible into gold or silver on the spot, at the will of 
the holder, and without loss or delay to him. 

Under these enactments, Mr. B. considered the | 
Federal Government and the Post Office as vir- 
tually confined to-specie payments. They will 
have, then, to confine themselves to specie re- | 
ceipts. Whether Congress made a further enact- 
ment or not, the Treasury and the Postmaster 
General would have to impose restrictions upon | 
the receipt of paper corresponding with the restric- | 
tions upon the paymentsinit. He (Mr. B.) was 
certain that the payments upon the western 
frontier must be made in specie. There was not | 
a bank note in the United States which could be 
offered in the West; there was not one which | 
would come under the restrictions which the en- | 
actment imposed. The effect of the enactment || 
was, to prevent bank notes from being offered in |. 
payment, except at the place where the bank was 
situated which had issued it. Such was theeffect | 
of the enactment, and such was its intention; for | 
it was intended to lay the foundation for com- | 
pletely breaking up paper money as a national | 
currency—for completely cutting off paper from _ 
the Federal Government—for completely return- | 
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ing to the currency of the Constitution for tle The experiente of forty years was hot enough to ' all this safely through; a 


|| do by law. 
|| 

tivator who wishes to buy land for use, or for a || 
settlement for his children, or to increase his farm, || 
y | lation to regulation, and the will of Congress to 
He has no undue accom- || 


| 


| effect. 


body to exist? 
| money was not safe; it was under the protection 
_of no law, and the Treasury was overflowing. 


/ moval of the 


land bill. 
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Federal Government—in a word, for reéstab- 
| lishing the gold currency ;—which never could be 
| done if the Federal Government continued to 
| receive and pay out paper money. 

| Mr. B. conaudersd the proposition which he 


| had made as another step towards the consum- || 


| mation of the great object of securing to the peo- 
ple a specie currency. It would effectually ac- 
complish that purpose for the new States, and 
the extension of the same provision to the cus- 
tom-houses and post offices would secure a specie 
currency to the old States. Whether his propo- 
| sition became law or not, it must take effect. The 
Secretary of the Treasury would have to do by 
regulation what he proposed that Congress should 
The obligation to pay out in hard 
| money involves the necessity to receive in hard 
money; and he was only anxioxs about his prop- 
osition as he preferred stability to change, legis- 


the will of the deposit banks or of a Secretary 
of the Treasury. 
Mr. WEBSTER said that he did not know 


' that there were any reasons rendering it incum- 
|| bent on him, or those members of the Senate with 


whom he acted, to take any course with regard 


| to this resolution, other than to sit still and sup- 
| press their surprise and astonishment as well as 


they could, and to let these schemes and projects 
take their fate in the form of such laws as their 
projectors proposed. We are powerless (said ed 
and can do nothing. Those schemes, one an 

all, affecting the national currency, we have re- 
sisted since 1832, and thus far resisted without 
We strove (said he) for the recharter of 
the national bank as the only means of preserving 
a safe currency; we struggled against the removal 
of the public deposits, believing it to be a direct 
usurpation of power. We strove against the ex- 


| periment, and have striven and struggled in vain; 


and who will now (continued Mr. W.) look with 
the perception of an intelligent and the candor 


_of an honest man on the present state of the cur- 


rency and finances, and say that the prominent 
evils which affected both had not flowed from 
these acts which we opposed, and vainly opposed? 
What were those evils that distressed the country 
in its financial concerns, now admitted by every 
What were they? The public 


There was more money than was needed, and 
the currency was now unsound. Now, what did 
these evils result from—the two evils, the insecu- 


| rity of the public treasure, and its abundance? It 


was to be traced directly to those two great ex- 
periments, the veto of the bank bill with the re- 
public deposits, and the veto of the 
Nobody doubted it; for it was certain 
that if the public money had remained in the 
Bank of the United States, it would have been 
safe. 

It was the veto of 1832, which, breaking down 
the Bank of the United States, removed a-salu- 
tary control over the currency, and permitted the 


creation of so many State banks, whose issues, 


not being restrained, were extended far beyond 
the wants of the country, and were therefore 


unsound. That was one of the products of the | 
The veto of the , 
| land bill of 1833, which, preventing a necessary 


veto. What was the other? 
and equal distribution of this surplus fund, not 
wanted for the ordinary expenses of thecountry, 
had caused an overflowing Treasury. That was 


another of the products of the veto power. Both , 


of these great evils would have been prevented, 


| if the wisdom of Congress had been suffered to 
go into effect. They passed the’ bank charter, 
/and it was vetoed; and they passed the land bill, 
| which was also vetoed. Now, these extraordi- 


nary exertions of prerogative, the exercise of 
the negative power on these two occasions, had 
produced the evils which were now so sensibl 
felt by all. As applied to the bill rechartering 
the bank, it bad produced the insecurity of the 
public treasure; and as applied to the land bill 
it had es a superabundance of money not 
wanted. Sir, (said Mr. W.,) the country is the 
victim of schemes; we are wiser than those who 
have gone before us; experience is not enough to 
convict us; we are not willing to let well alone. 
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e question whether a national bank was 
‘constitutional or not. Whatsover extraordinary 
powers may have been claimed forthe Executive, 
there had been a constant tendency to deny, or 
curtail and take from, the powers of Congress. 
The bank charter was negatived, because Con- 
gress had no constituticnal power to grant it; 
and though Congress had not the power to make 
a bank, the Executive had the power to make 
many banks. There was not a more palpable 
evidence of a constant bias of this Government 
toa wrong tendency, than this denial of power 
/to Congress, and assumption of power to the 
Executive. The restriction of the power of Con- 
gress necessarily tended to the increase of the 
| power of the Executive. Was it not constitu- 
| tional doubts of the powers of Congress that 
'caused the breaking up of the bank, and the 
giving of uncontrolled power, in relation to the 
| finances, to the Executive? Was it not consti- 
tutional doubts as to the power of Congress to 
pass the land bill, that produced this accumula- 
tion of money in the ‘Treasury? In the whole 
history of this Administration, doctrines had pre- 
vailed tending to detract from the settled, all-per- 
vading, long-practiced powers of Congress, and 
to give, hand in hand, everything over to the 
control of the Executive. In every case—in the 
case of the bank bill, the land bill, and the bill 
for internal improvements—the establishment of 
these doctrines was to give themsclves, without 
restraint, into the hands of the Executive. 
Gentlemen now talked of returning to a specic 
basis. Did any man suppose that that was prac- 
ticable ? The resolution Srfore them contemplatcd 
that, after this year, all the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands were to be in specie. Now, 
if he (Mr. W.) had brought forward this propo- 
sition, he would have been told that he was a 
great enemy to the settlement of the new States. 
t would have been said that the speculators could 
| carry gold to the new States both by sea and by 
_ land, while the cultivator, who wished to purchase 
a small farm, could not go to the large cities to 
| get specie, but must pay the speculator his own 
| price forit. He should have been met with ae 
'ments like this, had he brought forward such a 
| proposition. He should suppose that, to intro- 
duce specie payments for the public dues, it would 
produce much less inconvenience to begin with 
'the customs, which were payable in the large 
cities, where men could get specie much easier 
than they could get iton the frontiers, But spec- 
ulators or settlers considered what was the use 
of these specie payments. This specie was to 
be dragged over the mountains to be brought back 
again. The purchaser of land on the frontiers 
would buy gold by bills on the eastern cities, and 
it would gu across the country in panniers or 
wagons, and the land offices would send it back 
again, thus creating the useless expense of trans- 
purienon. He had, from the first to the last, 
ooked upon ali these notions of returning to a 
hard currency as extremely idle. It was not 
suited to the practice of this or any other nation. 
It was not suited to the policy of these twenty- 
four States; and against that poliey what had the 
to offer? The currency of this country was mu 
in the power of the great cities, and the great banks 
of the great cities. He was as much opposed to 
the increase of these great institutions ag any 
man; but the evil had begun and would go on, 
It was supposed that great danger, great hazards, 
and great misfortunes, had happened to the cur- 
rency, and all this had taken place while the Con- 
| stitution gave to Congress the sole power over it. 
| Congress had the coining power, and the States 
had not; and yet the States fad the power to issu: 
paper as a substitute for coin, and Congress coul 
| not prevent it. We (said Mr. W.) cannot issue 
paper; we cannot make a bank, though the Con- 
|| Stitution gives us the sole power over the currency 


| settle th 


| 


1 
| 
| 


y || Did gentlemen ever see a more peculiar state of 


| things than existed in the country at this time— 
_a country more bountifully blest in all thin 
| than any country on earth, prosperous 
rise? And yet its finances were deranged ; a grow- 
ie want of confidence was felt in its circulation; 
' gantly high. But the experiment was to ca 
git thts wat it was predicted wil 


yous 
| example in all the pared ofindustry and enter- 
and property of every description was extrava- 
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great confidence that a few selected banks would } speech in support of his land bill; and the reso- 


operate so as to give a safe currency, a great deal 
better and more practically beneficial than that of 
the United States Bank. Well, here were the | 
results; or rather, to use the expression of a great 
statesman; ** they began to see the commencement | 
of the end of the experiment.”’ | 
| 


Mr. W. here took a view of the present state | 
of the exchanges between the different sections of | 
country, contrasting that produced by the oper- | 
ations of the Bank of the United States with that | 
under the operations of the State banks, greatly | 
to the disadvantage of the Jatter. Looking, then, | 

| 


to the state of the currency, the insecurity of the 

public money, and the rate of exchange, which, | 
to be cheap, ought to be under some reasonable 
control, he asked any intelligent man to say what 
had been the result of these experiments? If there 
were any doubt, let gentlemen look to the dis- 
closures made by the circular of one of the deposit | 
banks of Ohio, read in the Senate the other day. 
It would not take the notes of the specie-paying | 
banks of Ohio from the land office, or tells the | 
land office that it would not take them. Here 

were thirty or forty specie-paying banks in Ohio, | 
all good; and out of these thirty or forty, three | 
were selected whose notes would be taken. If | 
gentlemen coming from the West and Southwest | 


were satisfied with this state of things more pecu- || were the Senator’s predictions two years ago? 


liarly affecting them, he had nothing to say. 
As he had said in the beginning, he knew of 


nothing he could do with regard to the resolution || 


before them, but to sit still and see how far | 
things were to be carried. Here was this vast 
fund in the Treasury under no control whatever; | 
and they were in the last month of the session, 
as contemplated by a resolution of the Senate, 
without having adopted any measure to put it 
under control. Two great questions had been 
proposed: one was to diminish this fund, and the 
other to provide for its greater security. Now, 
he wished to understand, and for the country to 
understand, whether anything was to be done 
with regard to these propositions or not. One 
thing he would say, and that was, that in his 
opinion there was no way of safely keeping the 


national treasure but in a national bank; but as || 


there were doubts whether such a bank was con- 
atitutional, a much more enlarged use should be 
inaie of this treasure; and in its distribution no | 
preference should be given, as was the case in | 
Ohio, to three banks, passing over all the other | 
solvent and specie-paying banks in the State. 
Some mode of distributing this fund was indis- 

nsably necessary, and for this object the land 


'| wisdom, but for the gift of prophecy. 


|| threatened with the most serious calamities; not 


. 


| Massachusetts, Mr. Wessrter,] in relation to the 


other matters. 

We have been told by the honorable Senator 
that the present evils, which he represents to be 
very alarming, have all arisen from putting down 


deposit of the public revenue from that ‘bank to 


| has no necessary tendency to produce such re- 
sults. We have the naked, unsustained assertions 
| of the gentleman, in strong and emphatic lan- 
| guage, but we have no reasons or explanations. 
| quences at the time, when he raised his warning 
| Voice against the experiments about to be intro- 
| duced in regard to the currency and the finances. 
| He not only claims credit for his sagacity and 
Whatever 
claims the Senator may have for judgment and 
sagacity, I think his pretensions to be a prophet 
| will hardly be admitted. 


| Did he not then repeatedly, and with all that 
eft of expression andemphatic manner which 
elong to him, declare that the money pressure 


and distress which then prevailed must continue, | 
'and would continue, until the public deposits || 


were restored, and the Bank of the United States 
was rechartered? This was then asserted to be 
the only remedy for the existing evils, both in 


regard to private credit, the general interests of | 


the country, and the condition of the national 
| finances. i 
interruption of the connection between the Treas- 
ury and the Bank of the United States, the re- 
fusal to employ that institution as the fiscal agent 
of the Government, would derange the currency, 
| impair public and private credit, and impoverish 
the Treasury; that the revenue would rapidly fall 
off, and that the finances of the country could not 
be managed without the aid of the United States 
Bank asa fiscal agent. These were the predic- 


fidence; and how have they been fulfilled ? 
Why, we are now told that our affairs are in a 
very alarming situation, and thatthe country is 


| from an exhausted Treasury, as was then said, 


|| affords many examples of this kind. 
| speech we have Ist heard from the Senator from | 


the Bank of the United States, and changing the | 


He says he foresaw these alarming conse- | 


What (said Mr. N.) | 


t was then emphatically said that the | 


. . . | 
tions of the Senator, proclaimed with great con- | 


a ee eerste — 


- || state of things so extraordinary as the Senator 
lution offered by the gentleman from Missouri | 
| (Mr. Bewron] has furnished an occasion for the 


seems to suppose; the history of our country 


Tt is only 
necessary to go back to 1818, when it wil! be 


|| fuund that the condition of affairs was remark- 
| surplus revenue, the state of the finances, the de- | 
| posit banks, the Bank of the United States, and 


7 similar. Then, property was in demand, 
and prices were high; yet the pressure for money 
| was great, and the embarrassment and distress 
of the whole trading community were severe and 
almost unexampled. This pressure and distress 
continued for three years, and the evil could only 
be corrected by that severe but necessary remedy, 


| the long and distressing reaction which followed 
certain State banks; but he has not informed us | 
|| how these evils have arisen from a cause which 


over-trading, over-banking, and ruinous specula- 
tion. Such were the causes which produced the 
| distress at that time, and it is similar causes 
which have produced similar results at this time. 
And among the causes which occasioned the ruin- 
ous speculations, and gave such a dangerous 
expansion to credit and the undue extension of 
all kinds of business, was the conduct of the 
Bank of the United States. That institution, 
which, we are now told, as the country has so 
| often been heretofore, was a regulator of the cur- 
_rency, exerted the most pernicious agency in 
| inflating the whole credit system. I have (said 
|Mr. N.) some facts in relation to this subject 
before me, which I had collected for a different 
| purpose, to which I will beg to call the attention 
| of the Senate. The bank in its infancy, when 

but a small portion of its capital had been paid 
|, in, engendered a spirit of speculation which 
it infused into the whole trading community. 
From July, 1817, to February, 1518, a period of 
|| about eight months, the bank increased its loans 
‘| from $4,000,000 to $42,000,000; an increase of 
$38,000,000 in eight months, and at a period 
when the currency and banking capital of the 
country were not one half what they are at this 
time. This was equal to a sudden expansion of 
-eredit, at the present period, of $70,000,000 or 
| $80,000,000. ‘This was necessarily followed by 
|| a corresponding enlargement of discounts by the 
| State banks. ‘The consequence was, that money 
|| became plenty, and property appreciated in value. 
i But this state of things could not continue; a reac- 
‘tion speedily followed, and the bank became an 
} efficient agent in producing the reaction, as it had 
| been in causing the expansion. To save itself, 
| it was obliged to commence a rapid system of 
|| curtailment, and in July, 1818, ordered the reduc- 
| 


tion of $5,000,000 of the line of its discounts; in 
| October, $2,000,000 more; and by December its 


|| loans to individuals had been reduced $12,000,000. 
| But with these rapid reductions, the bank was 


bill first claimed his approbation; but if that || but from an overflowing one—from an excess in || scarcely able to save itself from destruction, and 


measure could not be adopted, he should go for | 


| the revenue unprecedented and alarming. From 


came very near being forced to suspend payment. 


any other justand reasonable measure that should || whence has this surplus in the Treasury pro- | This sudden expansion and contraction of the 


be brought forward. It was very probable that | 


| ceeded? Is it not the result of the activity of 


|| currency and of credit brought on the country 


there would be some little check in the land sales || business and the unexampled prosperity of the || a state of embarrassment and distress seldom 


of the coming year. He believed that the 


ur- || country? There has no doubt been animproper || equaled, and which continued for three years; 


chases of the last year had gone far beyond the || expansion given to the credit system; and, as a | thousands were ruined, and the whole community 
emigration, and that they were made with a spirit || consequence of that, a spirit of overtrading and | suffered severely. This was when the bank was 


of speculation to get up the price of the lands. || speculation has prevailed, which has contributed, |, 


in its infancy, before it had assumed a political 


He believed that the spirit of speculation had been |) in part, to the unprecedented increase of revenue. || character, and when a spirit of gain and specula- 


turned in that quarter; and that, having got a 
taste of the profits to be made there, everything 
that tended to facilitate the transfer of the public | 
domain from the present proprietors would but 
increase that spirit. 

For one, he should not oppose this proposition; 
and if he had been in his seat at the time he | 
would not have opposed the amendment that was | 
made to the pension bill. Let the experiment go 
on, (said Mr. W.,) and let us see its results. He 
should do nothing except to vote against all | 
projects and ery schemes, until the public | 
should be convinced by better experience that a 
sound currency was only to be obtained by having | 
a national institution properly organized to con- | 
trol it; for one experienced truth was worth a 
thousand reckless schemes and experiments. 

Mr. NILES said there were two subjects which | 
were drawn into almost every debate, whatever | 


the particular question may be before the Senate. | 


The distribution of the proceeds of the public | 
lands and the surplus revenue were topics which || 
certain Senators, on almost all occasions, brought | 


On a question recently before us, no way con- 
nected with that subject, the Senator from Ken- 


under consideration. 1 
“| 
} 


| But what measures of this Government have pro- 
| duced these results? We are told it is all owing 


| to the schemes and experiments of those who have | 
| directed public affairs. What schemes and ex- | 
|| periments does the gentlemanallude to? I know 
of none; I believe there have been none; the 


| schemes and experiments have been on the 
| other side. The Administration has proposed no 


new schemes, has tried no experiments, but has | 
| rather sought to get rid of the schemes of others, | 
who, by the questionable exercise of the powers || 
_of this Government, had created agents to manage || 


its fiscal concerns. The Administration has 


-sought to return to the natural and ordinary | 


| course of things, and to disconnect the Treasury 


| with a powerful and dangerous moneyed corpo- | 
ration. They have preferred to employ such 
| agents, so far as any are necessary, in the man- | 
, agement of the finances, whether natural or arti- 


| ficial, as the country afforded, without creating 

| them by the exercise of doubtful powers. 

| The present state of things is said to be unex- 

, ampled-—that in the midst of apparent prosperity, 

| When property of all descriptions is in demand, 
and prices atthe highest point, there is an unpre- 

| cedented pressure for money, and much distress 


tion alone controlled its action. Such were the 

| early and bitter fruits of this corporation, which, 
we are repeatedly told, is necessary to regulate 
the currency, and give stability to public and pri- 
vate credit. Similar fluctuations have marked its 
course at subsequent periods. 

Sir, (said Mr. N.,) the honorable Senator from 
| Massachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] informs us, that 
in every instance the exercise of the veto has 
sperees to swell the accumulating power of the 

xecutive. He says the veto on the bill for re- 
chartering the bank gave the President the entire 
control over the public revenue, and that his veto 
of the land bill tended to the same result, as it 
ne the distribution of the revenue, which 
as occasioned the present surplus, which the Ex- 
ecutive now uses and controls. A declaration like 
this, (said Mr. N.,) coming from such a source, 
| from the Senator who has assumed a sort of 
| guardianship over the Constitution, he heard with 
astonishment. How does the refusal of the Pres- 
ident to approve of an act of Congress operate to 
eae his own power, and especially when the 
refusal is on the ground that the act is not within 
|| the constitutional competency of this Govern- 
| ment? He should like to hear the honorable 


} 
} 
i 


tucky [Mr. Cray} favored the Senate with a‘! in the commercial community. This is not a Senator, who is regarded by many as the great 
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expounder of the Constitution, explain this point: 
The Executive is a coérdinate branch of this Gov- | 
ernment, and in this respect is on an equality 
with Congress. No power granted, or claimed 
to be granted, can be exercised without the con- 
currence of the legislative and executive depart- 
ments of the Government. If either refuse to act, | 
and deny or doubt the existence of the power, it | 
appeared to him that the necessary result was, 
the non-user of the power; and if the power is | 
not exercised, or is denied to this Government, 
it of course remains among the reserved powers, 
and belongs to the States or the — The | 
action of Congress, by two thirds of both Houses, 
would be an exception to the general principle 
here laid down. It was a strange doctrine to 
him, that the denial of any power to this Gov- | 
ernment by either of the three codrdinate depart- 
ments would operate to transfer that power to 
either of the other branches of the Government. | 
He had supposed that directly the contrary was | 
the result; that the exercise of any power required || 
the concurrence of the three codrdinate branches; | 
and that the denial by one destroyed the power, 
or at least prevented its exercise altogether, and 
left it among the reserved powers in the States or 
in the people. It is not the yen-user, but the | 
exercise of doubtful powers by Congress, with the 
concurrence of the President, by which the sphere 
of executive action and authority is enlarged. 

Sir, (said Mr. N.,) the Senator tells us that the || 
veto of the land bill has occasioned the present | 
surplus, and given the Executive the control over 
it. This may be true; but does it prove that the | 
veto was wrongfully exercised? If that bill had | 
passed, and the money had been distributed 
among the States, itis very clear that it would 
not now be in your Treasury ; but the great ques- | 
tion then was, and is now, pending before a. 
gress, whetherthat was a constitutional, rightful, 
and proper disposition of the revenue of the United 
States—of the common fund of the people of the 
United States? The President thought it was not; 
and, as the representative of the people in one 
department of the Government, he exercised the 

ower which the Constitution had conferred upon 
him, in opposition to the will of a majority of both 
Houses of Congress. The President, as the Chief 
Executive Magistrate and:the representative of 
the people, exercised a sts which they had 
conferred upon him, to check what he regarded 
as an unconstitutional and dangerous exercise of 
power on the part of this Government. 
assumed a high responsibility, because he be- 
lieved that the interests of his country required 
it; he opposed himself to the majority of both 
Houses of Congress; he looked beyond the rep- 
resentatives of the people here; he looked to the 
people themselves; he threw himself on public 
opinion, and was triumphantly sustained. He | 











assumed, it is true, a fearful responsibility; for || 
that law, more than any other that everemanated |, 


from Congress, appealed directly to the interests, 
to all the passions calculated to warp and sway 
the judgment. Upon its very face it was little short 


of a bribe to the people of all the States; but their || 


integrity, good sense, and sound judgment had | 
hitherto stood firm, erect as a tower of strength, | 
unseduced, uncorrupted; but how long they may 
be able to withstand the influences of such a 
measure remains to be known. 

Sir, (said Mr. N.,) I have great confidence in | 
the people; and the longer [ live, and the more | 
become acquainted with public affairs, the stronger | 


does this confidence become; while my confidence | 


in the agents they are obliged to employ to exe- 
eute public trusts is proportionally diminished. 
He spoke generally, without any reference to 

rties or individuals. The popular will, if we 


ook to its source, will always be found honest | 


and pure; bu’, like the stream flowing from a puré 
fountain, which becomes turbid in its course, the 
popular will, before it reaches the point to become 
consummated in action, is, in a greater or less 
degree, adulterated and corrupted. If the will of 
the people could be carried out; if they could 
epeakt for themselves from the plantations, farms, 
and workshops; if their voice could be heard and 
heeded in the halls of legislation, whether here 
or in the States, not only the Bank of the United 
States, which the Senator from Massachusetts 
seems stil] to regard as so essential to the public 


THE 


| the funds which belong to the people of the Union, 


| fied with the declaration of the Senator from 


| lution, to reply to some other observations he had 


‘| now say would be comprehended in two words. 
| With that of the States he had nothing to do. 
| one point: to get back to a constitutional cur- 


_ souri had referred to the resolution of 1816; and 


| in reference to the part he bore in it. The events 


He | 


| specie payments by at least two thirds of all the | 
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interests, but all the State banks, and all other '| President himself admitted that it was the appro- 
corporations calculated to interrupt the natural priate duty of Congress to take the public treasure 
diffusion of wealth, and to concentrate it in the | Into its hands and appoint agents to take care of : 
hands of a few—all corporations, the object of | it. The gentleman himself must admit this, fur 
which is to advance the general interests of so- he supposed that hedid not go the lengths of the 
ciety through the special interests of a few, which | Senator from Tennessee, in being willing that 
confer power and wealth on the fewas means of | things should remain as they are. Then, if it 
benefiting the whole, should be swept away as | was their duty to take care of the national treasure, 
with the besom of destruction. - and they did not do it, it went into the hands 

The distribution bill belongs to this class of | of the Executive. Was not the custody of the 

measures. It proposes to divide among the States | national eee and if they neglected 
to use this power, did they not augment the power 
of the Executive ? 

Nothing could be more appropriate for a his- 
torian, than to review the doctrines which had 
been advanced with regard to executive power, 
and the means by which it was sought to increase 
it. The President himself first advanced the 
doctrine, and it had been repeated there, that the 
President of the United States was the sole rep- 
resentative of the people of the United States. 
Did the Constitution make him so? Did the Con- 
stitution acknowledge any other representative 
of the people than the members of the other 
House? But it had been found extremely con- 
venient to those who wished to increase the 
|| President’s power to give him this title. This 
| claim of the President reminded him of a remark 
made. | he heard made many years ago - a member of 

He well remembered a proposition made by || he House of Representatives. That gentleman 
that gentleman, which was much stronger than || had voted against the first bank of the United 
the measure now contemplated, and which was || States, and had changed his mind, and was about 
hailed with approbation throughout every por- || to vote for the second. If, said the gentleman, 
tion of the country. He was certainly too well | the people have given us the power to make a 
satisfied with the declaration of the gentleman to || bank, we can do it; and if they have not, we are 
make any reply to his remarks. All thathe would || the representatives of the people, and can take 
‘| the power. And this was the doctrine applied 
He wished to get back to the currency spoken of | to the President, as the peculiar representative 
in the act of 1789 for the Government—this was | of the people. The Constitution gave him a 
the constitutional currency for the Government. | modicum of power, and he, claiming the lion’s 
|| part, took all the rest. This was the result of 
|| that overwhelming —- popularity which led 
/men to disregard all the ancient maxims of the 
founders of this Government, and to yield up all 
power into the hands of one man. ‘They could 
not now even quote the doctrines of Mr. Jefferson 
without being scouted; and they could not resist 
any power claimed by the Executive, however 
arbitrary, but must yield up everything to him 
by one universal confidence, because he was the 
representative of the people. 

r. NILES said, in reply to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. ‘iene that in one par- 
ticular, and one only, the refusal to recharter the 
Bank of the United States, and the withdrawal of 
the deposits from that institution, had increased 
the power of the Executive over the revenue. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, or the President, 
if the gentleman please so to have it, had the se- 
lecting of the banks in which the public revenues 
were deposited; but in all other respects his 
authority over the revenue was the same as be- 


and which it is the duty of this Government to 
apply to constitutional and proper objects, bene- 
ficial to the whole country within the sphere of 
our own action, and without stepping over those 
limits presented to us. If this surplus be dan- 
gerous and corrupting here, will it be less so in 
the States? If there be a scramble for it here, 
will there be less elsewhere? But he would not 
pursue this subject. 
Mr. BENTON said he did not expect, when | 
he offered this resolution, that it would give rise || 
to any debate; and he had no intention, now, to || 
prolong the discussion. He was too well satis- || 


1} 
| 


Massachusetts, that he would not oppose the reso- 


All his movements (Mr. B. said) tended to this 


rency. 


Mr. WEBSTER said the gentleman from Mis- 
he would beg leave to make a brief explanation 


of the war had greatly deranged the currency of 
the country, and a great pecuniary pressure was 
felt from one end of the continent to the other. | 
The war took place in 1812, and not two months 
of it had passed before there was a cessation of 


| banks of the country. So strong was the pres- 
sure, that, although the enemy blockaded the 
Chesapeake, so that not a barrel of pork or flour 
could be sent to market, yet the prices of these || 
articles rose fifty per cent. This state of things 
continued; the collectors of the customs every | 
where received the notes of their own local banks || 
for duties payable at their own places, but would | 
not receive the bills of the banks of the other || fore, and in this particular is the same as it was 
cities. And what was the consequence? Why, || before the incorporation of the Bank of the United 
at the close of the session of Congress, a mem- || States. It was only a provision in the charter 
ber, if he had been fortunate enough to preserve || of a private corporation which controlled the ac- 
any of his pay, had to give twenty-five per cent. || tion of the Secretary, and that charter had now 
to get the money received here exchanged for || expired. Butif there had been no law to regu- 
money that he could carry home. Another effect || late and direct the Secretary in the discharge of 
of this state of the currency wasthis. Thecon- |! his duty in relation to the revenue, he did not 
stitution provided that, in the regulation of com- || know as it was the fault of the President: to show 
merce or revenue, no preference should be given || that he had assumed power in this matter it 
to the ports of one State over those of another. | must be shown that he had vetoed a law lat- 
Yet Baltimore, for instance, which had the ex- || ing the deposits, or opposed the action of Con- 
change against her, had an advantage, by the || gress. But (said Mr. N.) the honorable Senator 
| payment of her duties in the bills of her banks, || seems to ridicule the idea that the President is 
| 


and had the advantage of at least twenty-five || the representative of the people. Perhaps, ina 
per cent. over some northern cities. The resolu- || limited sense of the expression, he is strictly 
tion then introduced by him was to provide that || correct, as in that sense of the term it means a 
the revenue should be equally paid in all parts of || member of a legislative body; but in a more gen- 

the United States; and what was the effect of it? || eral sense, and in the way he (Mr. N.) had used 
|| The bank bill had just passed; and the resolution || the expression, it was strictly correct to call the 
'| was, that all debts due the Government should || President the representative of the people. He 
| be paid in the legal coin, in notes of the Bank of || was the Chief Executive Magistrate, chosen di- 
| the United States, or in notes of banks that paid | rectly by the people; for the electoral body was, 
coin on demand. That was the operation of the | in practice, only useless machinery. The Presi- 
| law of 1816, rendered absolutely necessary by } dent was chosen by the peaple to execute the ex- 
| the existing state of things. | ecutive powers of the Government, his appoint- 
| The gentleman from Connecticut iriquired || ment was a popular one, and he was the repre- 
| whether the omission to use the powers of Con- | sentative of the people to execute those powers 
— necessarily increased that of the Executive? || of the Government which the Constitution con- 
i: He would put a poser to the gentleman. The |, fided to him. He was the representative of the 


| 
| 
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ne nee 


fergie foeanroingempemns much as the mem- 
of Congress were for other purposes. 
The Senator says that the Executive, as Pres- 








ident of the United States, exercises those powers | 


| 


conferred on him ” the Constitution; and, as the | 
p 


representative of t 
wers as he eces fit, on his assumed powers. 
his observation was ney gratuitous,and not 

authorized by an thing he (Mr, N,) had said. In 

speaking of the President as the representative 
of the people, he did not use the term in refer- 
ence to his powers, but solely in referenee to his 

responsibility—to his rclation to the people, as a 

popular officer. Whether he was regarded right- 

fully and properly as the representative of the 


e people, he exercises such | 


people or not, would neither enlarge nor diminish | 


his powers; for if he was correct, as he (Mr...) 
believed it to be, to regard the President as the 
representative of the people, he was their repre- 


sentative, under the Consiitution, clothed with | 


the authority which that conferred upon him; it 
was for that purpose that the people elected him, 
and im that sense he was their representative. 
Mr. WEBSTER remarked that it was the best 
course, when a gentleman replied to another, to 
use his very words as far as his recollection per- 
mitted him. He had noticed on other occasions 
that the Senator from Connecticut gave his own 
language as that of the gentleman he was reply- 
ing to, put his own construction on it, and then 
replied to this man of straw. He hoped that the 
gentleman would, when he quoted him tn future, 
use his exact language, and not put into his mouth 
words that he did not use. The gentleman in 
speaking of the President used the term repre- 
sentative of the people precigely in the meaning 
of the term as applied to a member of the House 
of Representatives. Now, it was impossible to 
believe in any idea of power pertaining to the 
President in this character. But he would re- 
mind the Senator that the President himself in 
more than one communication had claimed this 
character and power. It would be found in the 
protest that he is the only single representative 
of the people. Sir, (said Mr. W.,) this is the 
very essence of consolidation, and in the worst 
of hands. Do we not all know (said he) that the 
people have not one representative? Do we not 
kuow that the States are divided into congres- 
©o4st slistricts, each of which elects a represent- 
vive, and that the States themselves are repre- 
sented by two members on this floor? Do we 
not all know that it was carefully avoided by the 
framers of the Constitution to give him any such 
power at all? He admitted that the President, 
in reference to his popularity merely, was called, 
with great propriety, the representative of the 
people; but in other respects he was no more so 
than was the president of the old Congress. 
There was another talse doctrine that was worth 
no.icing, and that was, that everything that had 
been done by the President had oe approved 
of by the people, because they reélected him. 
Me. EWING, of Ohio, said it had been the 
habit of some gentlemen to say that they who 
were in the majority two or three years ago pre- 
dicted that there would be a deficiency in the 
ublic revenue. Although he was then on the 
Committee on Finance, he could not recollect any 
such prediction, nor could he find it in any of the 
ean delivered at that time. He would not 
say there was no such expression, but if there 
was he did not recollect it. They did say that, 
as a consequence of the removal of the deposits, 
there would be a great pressure—a depression in 
commerce—an increase of the number of banks— 
au emulation and strife among those banks in 
getting their paper into circulation—an unsound 
currency —a rise in the price of property—a crush 
among the banks, and the ruin of thousands. 
All these things had come to pass, except the 
latter, which was so near being fulfilled that they 
were-told they must not whisper a want of con- 
fidence in these banks—that they must not wake 
up the sleeper for fear he might fall over into the 
precipice below. On one third of a page he found 
these predictions as they had been verified; and, 
if it was in the power of two or three of these 
deposit banks in one State to say what shall be 


received in paymentand what shall not, he thought 


the crisis was near at hand in which the last Pe 
diction would be fulfilled. He would not go fully 


Caen nn ee ee ea aE 










| 


| from the Treasury Department to the resolution 
of inquiry he had submitted a few days since. 
If there was no other remedy that could be had, 


he would go for the resolution offered by the Sen- 


ator from Missouri, [Mr. Benton.] Harsh asit | 


was, he would go for it. He would, however, 
prefer it to be laid on the table until the answer 


was given to the resolution he had offered the 
other day. 


very much governed in the vote he should give 
on this occasion by the opinions of gentlemen 
coming from the new States where the public 
lands were. He saw a great many advantages 
that would result from the measure, and particu- 
larly in the check it would give to that spirit of 
speculation by which the bank rags were given 

in exchange for the valuable public domain. If 
the gentlemen coming from the West were of 


| would cheerfully give it his support. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said he did not intend 
to enter into the discussion of this question, and 
would only remark that gentlemen seemed to have 
traveled out of their way to discuss questions 

long since gone by, either to show that distress 
) and ruin had not taken place, or that it had re- 


| to them. 


of the United States. 
| President lad, as alleged by the gentleman from 


currency, was a question which the people could 
| decide as well, and probably better, than gentle- 
|menon that floor. With regard to the super- 
| abundance of the Treasury, they all knew that 
lit would not have occurred had the land bill 
| passed; but the question was, whether the evils 
resulting from the land bills would not have been 

reater than those now existing? He was not, 
| however, prepared at this time to say to the Sen- 
| ator from South Carolina whether the adoption 
| of the measure before them would or would not 
injuriously affect the new States. He did not 
believe that it would have the effect to prevent 
speculauon, though it might affect many of the 


This, however, was an important measure; and 
they ought to be in the possession of the fullest 
informauon before they acted on it. His desire 
was that it might be inquired into by one of the 
committees of the body; and if, after investiga- 
tion, it should be found that the measure would 


dicted, why, it would be proper to adopt it. If, 
on the contrary, it should be found that it would 
produce embarrassment to the bona fide purchas- 
ers, it would be rejected. Mr. K. then submitted 
the following amendment: 

Strike out all after ‘* Resolved,’’ and insert: ‘‘ That the 
Committee on Finance be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of hemes | the receipt, in payment for the 
public lands, of anything but gold and silver, after the — 
day of ——,”’—thus changing the character of the resolution, 
from that of an order to bring in a bill, to one of mere in- 
quiry as to the expediency of doing so. 

Mr. SHEPLEY said it was with extreme re- 
luctance that he said a word at that time. He 
had imposed silence upon himself upon personal 
considerations. But he could not permit the re- 
marks of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Ewin] to 
pass without notice, lest his silence might be sup- 

osed to admit their accuracy. I do think, said 





reas- 


that the premienon was not made that the 
d be unable to meet the just demands 


ury wou 
upon it, : 
I cannot mistake the import of the expressions 


forcibly impressed upon my mind—to allow me 
to do so. 


an empty Treasury. 
The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wes- 


fluctuations and speculations in business, to the 


ae 


United States. 


_ be productive of the benefits that had been pre- | 
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Mr. CALHOUN observed that he should be | 


opinion that the measure would not affect the set- | 
|, Uement and prosperity of the new States, he 


Massachusetts, caused the derangement of the | 


| 
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into this subject until he had received an answer | Sir, (said Mr.S.,) [allege that these evils have 


_ been occasioned by the action of that very bank, 
| or, at least, have been greatly aggravated by it. 
| We nced only recur to the history of the last 
twelve or fourteen years to be satisfied of it. 

In 1831 the loans of the bank to the people 
were, if he recollected rightly, about forty-two 
millions. Tne next year they were raised to 
seventy millions. In 1834 they had become re- 
| duced again to nearly forty millions; and in 1835 
they were again very high; and this year reduced 
-again. This was but the brief history of its 
| operations for five years. It had been producing 

fluctuations in the money market, uncertainty in 
prices, and an insecurity in property during the 
, whole of that short period. 

The direct tendency of such a course was sub- 
versive of honest industry, of regular business, 
and breaking up all calculation for future action, 
| No dependence could be placed upon any state 

of things, present or past; for a new change is 
_ hastened on to break up all regularity that might 
| otherwise have been looked for. It was to these 
excesses of expansion and depression of its loans, 
four times in five years, to the amount of many 
millions at each time, that he charged the evils 
| which they hag experienced. 
These were tle fruits, the blessed fruits, of a 


|| national bank—this the practical benefit of that 
sulted from certain causes which were apparent | 
Now these questions were not to be | 
settled there, but were to be settled by the people | 
Whether the vetoes of the || 


mighty institution which was to regulate the cur- 
rency and the business operations of the country, 
and to pour out blessings upon the people. 

| Sir, (said Mr. S.,) I do not believe there has 
| existed a country upon the face of the earth, 
where the fluctuations in the moneyed system 
| have been as great, and the changes as sudden, 
| for any term of twenty ycars, as they have been 
| in this country during the twenty years’ time 
| that the charter of that bank has existed. 

The State banks might have contributed their 
_share. He was noapologist for those which had 
| done so. When the United States Bank increased 
| its loans by millions upon millions, they had natu- 
| rally pursued the same course of increase. But, 
| compared with the United States Bank, their ex- 
| cesses had been small; and he had never yet 


'| noticed a State bank that had increased and de- 


| cultivators who purchased in small quantities. || 


| 


| 


| 
} 
' 


| 


| 
| 
j 


| 
|| until the millions which it had called in were 
‘which I heard two years since upon this floor. |*thrownout again. And now complaint was made 
they were too deeply inieresting—they were too | 


do not profess to use the language, || € ' 
but only to convey the idea then so frequently || adopted without injury to the new States in the 
and emphatically exhibited, that we were to have | 
| 


i 
sTER] imputes the evils of the currency, and the | 


| creased its loans in the proportion of fifty per 


The United States Bank had been the mischief- 
| maker, instead of the regulator, in the moneyed 


1] 
cent. to that of the United States Bank. 
} 


' concerns of the country. It had been the instru- 
'| ment for putting property up, and for putting it 
| down at pleasure. 


It could change the relation 
| of debtor and creditor, so that the creditor might 
| not obtain more than half his debt; or the debtor 

might be compelled to pay double, by the great 


| 
| changes occasioned in the prices of property. 
1] 


He was no more for schemes or projects than 
the Senator from Massachusetts. He was for ad- 
hering to practical experience; and the experience 
which they had had, taught them that they should 
| no more trust the destinies of their country to the 
| machinations, the fluctuations, the fictitious pros- 
perity, and the fictitious adversity, occasioned by 
the United States Bank. 





| 

|| The Senator, two years ago, when the bank 
1) 

} 


was calling in its loans at the rate of from one to 
three millions a month, justified that course, and 
| regarded it as the necessary and proper duty of 
| the bank to continue to call in its loans until the 

end of its charter. He took occasion then to 
| express the opinion that there was no necessity 
| for it, and that it was done “ designedly, unne- 


| 
| 
| 


|| cessarily, to compel obedience to the bank.”’ 
Mr. S., that he is greatly in error, if he supposes | 


And what was the result? Soon after the ad- 


jowrsanent of Congress, the bank, instead of fol- 


| lowing the course alleged to be necessary, ex- 
' tended its loans, and continued to extend them, 


against the State banks, that they had done a 
little of what that bank had done much. 
If the measure now before them could be 


West, he was disposed to vote for it; but upon 
| that subject he was not sufficiently advised at the 
time t> form an opinion. It might do something 
towards protecting us from those great and sudden 
changes in our moneyed concerns which had 


refusal to renew the charter of the Bank of the marked their history for the last five years. 


Mr. MANGUM rose, not for the purpose of 





prolonging the discussion, but to suggest to the 








nator from Alabama the expediency of refer- || the whole Union were interested in it. 


ring the resolution to a select committee instead 
of the Committee on Finance. This measure 
contemplated an important change inthe currency 
of the country;and he preferred that it should be 
left in the charge of its friends, who better under- | 
stood it. He was perfectly ready to vote for it, 
if it came recommended by the gentlemen from 
the new States; and he was willing to do so, be- 
cause he looked upon it to be a remedy against 
speculations in the public lands, and because it | 
might possibly bring about a sounder state in the 
circulating medium. He thought the present de- 
bate an unprofitable one. Ali this bandying of 
reproaches tended to no good; they had better set 
about applying some remedy to the evils all ac- 
knowledged to exist, than waste time in crim- 
inating eachother. He had taken no part in this 
unprofitable discussion, because his opinions 
were so primitive that he almost feared to express 
them, lest they should be scouted at. They might 
be chimeras; but he believed that all these wealthy 
corporate institutions were inimical to a spirit of 
liberty, which he preferred to all the wealth and 
splendor of the great cities. Banks, railroads, 
stock companies of every description, might be 
useful; but he was opposed to them all, because, 
in his opinion, they were inconsistent with the 
true spirit of liberty. He repeated, that he would 
give this measure his hearty support, if, in the 
opinion of the western gentlemen, it would not 
retard the settlement and prosperity of the new 
States. 

Mr. CALHOUN agreed with the Senator from 
North Carolina as to the appointment of a select 
committee, and hoped that it would be appointed 
by the Chair selecting a majority from the new 
States. 

In reply to the Senator from Connecticut, he | 
would observe that, during the time of the pecu- 
niary pressure he said nothing, because he believed 
that it would be temporary. He never did doubt | 
but the removal of the deposits would produce 
the greatest distress and the most disastrous con- | 
sequences; but he always did believe that there 
would be an excess in the Treasury. We make 

reat mistakes in supposing that certain events | 
do not follow their causes, because they do not | 
come at once. In the ordinary course of Prov- 
idence, causes and their consequences are fre- 
quently remote; but this was no reason for neg- | 
lecting the caution that the one necessarily followed 
the other. 

The great distress that pervaded the country, 
the changes of property, and the degrangement |! 
of the currency—all these were seen and predicted, | 
and the present majority were justly chargeable 





with them.. He never had anything to do with || 
the Bank of the United States, though he opposed | 
the removal of the deposits, as leading toa ruin- ! 
ous derangement of the currency by the unlimited | 
issue Of State-bank paper. Since that measure | 
$100,000,000 had been added to the currency by | 
these banks; which would not have been the case | 
had there been a Bank of the United States to | 
control them. As to the superabundance of the 
Treasury, he had always forseen it. Ever since | 
the fatal tariff of 1828, he foresaw the evil; and | 
his subsequent course, which had brought on him 
so much opprobium, (he alluded to the proceed- 
ings of South Carolina in opposition to the tariff, ) 
was dictated by the Snowledes that this tariff | 
would produce an overwhelming accumulation of | 
money in the Treasury, which ought never to be | 
there. There was a deep responsibility on those | 
who had caused these evils. But let us (said he) | 
not look to the past, but to the future: let us 
apply what remedies are in our power; and above 
all let us endeavor to prevent this noble domain | 
(the public lands) from passing out of our hands | 
into those of speculators in exchange for worth- | 
less bank rags. His only desire was that the | 
measure under consideration should be approved | 
of by western gentlemen; and if it was so, he 
should give it his hearty support. 

Mr. PORTER could not agree with the Senator | 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Maneum.} Thestrong | 
convictions of duty that prevailed in his breast || 
required that he should contribute his aid to arrest _ 
these evils. He did not understand why the | 
operation of the resolution should be confined to 








| —the moment you touch it it dies. 





the western States; when the people throughout 
Mr. P. | 
referred to the relative amount of specie in the 

country, and sales of the public ae to show | 
that this measure was not going to have the tend- 
ency of correcting the evil. He should prefer it 
to be left to a committee to report their reasons 
upon it at length. Lord Chatham had said the 
currency of the country was like a sensitive plant 
Some state- 
ments were made which he could not believe were 
not founded in error. He could not believe the 
United States Bank was the cause of all that had 


| been imputed to it by the Senator from Maine, 
| [Mr. Suerver.}] He would have preferred if that 
| Senator had given them his figures to demonstrate 
| his charges, instead of his general conclusions. 
|The reason why the bank, when jirst instituted, 


did not regulate the currency as was expected, 
was Owing to its inexperience. He adverted to 
the special causes of the expansion and contrac- 
tion of paper issues at the close of the war; but 


| if they had a good system, constitutional in its 


character, and perfected in its manhood, they 
ought to take it; and such he believed the bank 


| was. When its capacity enabled it to operate on 
| the small banks, it became stationary. 


Mr. P. 
cited the amount of its issues in different years 
from its first institution, and contended that the 


| charges made against it, of filling the country at 
| one time with its paper, and withdrawing it atan- 
other, was not supported by the facts during the 


eriod of twenty years. After alluding to the 
increase of banking capital since 1830, he asked 
the Senator from Maine (Mr. Sneprey] if he 
believed the bank that had regulated the rorrency 
from 1810 to 1830 would, if it had been continued, 
have made such an increase of paper ag we now 
have? All the object he had in view was to place 
this matter on its right footing. There was no 
country in the world that could get along with- 
out an occasional rise and depression in the price 
of property. The habits of the people now were 
such that the system adopted must take its course; 
the experiment was in full tide; the sails were set, | 
and they were. going down the current to its con- 
summation. The state of things that now existed | 
had been clearly depicted, and he could refer to 
the speeches now in which it was depicted, if he 
had time todo so. The currency was now up; 
but when it would get down he would leave it to 
his honorable friend from Maine [Mr. Sueprey} 


| to foretell, 


On motion of Mr. MOORE, the Senate ad- 


journed. ‘ | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, April 23, 1856. 
Mr. SMITH, on leave, submitted the follow- 


ing resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
furnish the House of Representatives with a copy of the 
list on file in his Department of the awards made by the 
commissioners on claims arising under the convention with 
the King of the Two Sicilies. 

THE DEPOSIT BANKS. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the unanimous con- | 
sent of the House to take up the resolution here- | 
tofore submitted by him, calling upon the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury for information in relation | 
to the selection of the deposit banks, the agents 
connected with the same, &c. 

Mr. LAWLER:shoped the gentleman would 
waive his motion until he could present a peti- 
tion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE had given way on several 
occasions in order to accommodate gentlemen, 
and by so doing had been prevented from press- | 
ing his motion. He could not withdraw it, as it 
was important, in his opinion, that the inquiry 
which he proposed should be agreed to. 

Mr. HAWES hoped both gentlemen would | 
waive their motions to enable him to call up a. 
resolution which he had offered on the 7th Jan- 
uary, in reference to the West Point Academy. 

r. DROMGOOLE declined withdrawing i 
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motion, when Mr. LAWLER objected to it, but || 


subsequently withdrew his objection. 
Mr. ADAMS suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Dromcoore} that his colleague 
(Mr. Wise] had proposed an amendment to his | 
resolution, in which he felt much interest, and 


— 


that, inasmuch as the latter gentleman was not 
in his seat, the proposition ought not to be pressed 
at that time. , 

Mr. EVANS objected to taking up the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved io suspend the rule 
until one o’clock, in order to enable him to make 
a motion to take up his proposition, 

Mr. HOWELL moved a call of the House, 
upon which Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Caro- 
lina, asked for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 40, nays 115. 

So the call was refused. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then 
agreed to—ayes 100, noes 33. [Previous to 
taking this vote, Mr. Wise appeared in his seat. | 

The resolution was then read, as follows; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this Tlouse full information of the 
mode and manner of selecting banks in the several States 
or Territories for the deposit of the public money of the 
United States, of all contracts, agreements, or stipulations 
entered into with said banks jor the safe-keeping of said 
moneys: that the Secretary of the ‘Treasury also state what 
agents have been employed, the nature and extent of 
their agency. and the compensation which such agents have 
received in any way from the Government of the United 
States; and that he also state what officers or agents on the 
part of said banks have in any way participated or been 
instrumental in the information of any such contracts, 
agreements, or stipulations concerning the deposit and sate- 
keeping of said moneysin said banks. 

The question pending was the following amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Wise: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, with 
power.to send for persons and papers, to iuquire into the 
mode or agency of selecting the banks of deposit tor the 
public money; the contracts with the Treasury Depart- 
ment by which they are regulated, the manner in which, 
and the persons by whom, such contracts are or have been 
made: into all correspondence whatsoever touching con- 
tracts for the deposit of the public money; and into all 
connection, relation, official or unofficial, which exists, or 
has existed, between any person or persons and the Treas 
ury Department, or between them and the deposit banks, 
or any individuals or banks, touching the custody and the 
control and deposit of the public money, or between any 
department of the Executive and any individual or individ 
uals, or banks, touching the disbursements of the public 
money, appropriated or unappropriated by law; and inte 
the amount of compensation of any or all agents whatso 
ever, Official or unofficial, connected with the said Depart- 
ment, orsaid banks, touching the disbursements, safe-keop 
ing, or deposit of the public money; and that said com- 
mittee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, who was 
entitled to the floor, addressed the House at some 
length. His object in addressing the House was 
to submit an amendment to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] be- 
cause he believed both the original resolution and 
the amendment as wanting. He could see no 
great difference between the original resolution 
and the amendment, except as it related to the 
transactions of a certain individual with the de- 
posit banks. He proposed to amend, so as to 
inquire how the public moneys had been used 
since they had been in the deposit banks; and 
unless the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise] 
was willing to make that inquiry, he should con- 
sider it a mere personal matter, which did not 
seem to him to be important. His amendment, 
if adopted, would go to showin what manner the 
moneys had been used since they were placed in 
the deposit banks, which was a matter of the 
gues interest to the country, and an inquiry 

emanded bythe people of the country, inasmuch 
as the whole ands of the nation were now inthe 
hands of those banks, which he understood, from 
a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, to be 
at present very nearly thirty-two millions of dol- 
lars; and he believed by the end of the present 





_year they would amount to upwards of fifty 


millions. This money was bringing in no in- 
terest to the Government, which he considered 
might be loaned out for two millions of dollars. 
This was the reason why an inquiry should be 
made into this matter; and he hoped such an in- 
quiry would be had. The gentleman who had 
offered the original resolution [Mr. Dromcoo.e] 
gave as his reasons for it that he wished some 
information in relation to the subject, before the 
bill to regulate the deposit banks came up to be 
acted on. This might have been the genteman’s 


_ object; but he considered, that if this had been 


his real object, he would have brought forward 
the proposition at an earlier period of the ses- 
sion. e found that the deposit bill was 
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of Congress were for other purposes. 
The Senator says that the Executive, as Pres- 
ident of the United States, exercises those powers 
conferred on him ” the Constitution; and, as the | 
representative of the people, he exercises such | 
owers as he eces fit, on his assumed powers. | 
his observation was entirely gratuitous, and not 
authorized by anything he (Bis. IN.) had said. In 
speaking of the sealloge as the representative 
of the people, he did not use the term in refer- 
ence to his powers, but solely in referenee to his 
responsibility—to his relation to the people, as a 
popular officer. Whether he was regarded right- 
fully and properly as the representative of the 
yeople or not, would neither enlarge nor diminish 
bis powers; for if he was correct, as he (Mr. N.) 
believed it to be, to regard the President as the 
representative of the people, he was their repre- 
sentative, under the Consitution, clothed with 
the authority which that conferred upon him; it 
was for that purpose that the people elected him, 
and in that sense he was their representative. 
Mr. WEBSTER remarked that it was the begt 
course, when a gentleman replied to another, t 
use his very words as far as his recollection per 
mitted him. He had noticed on other occasions 
that the Senator from Connecticut gave his own 
language as that of the gentleman he was reply- 
ing to, put his own construction on it, and then 
replied to this man of straw. He hoped thatthe 
gentleman would, when he quoted him in future, 
use his exact language, and notes into his mouth 
words that he did not use. The gentleman in 
speaking of the President used the term re 
sentative of the people precisely in the meaning 
of the term as applied to a member of the House 
of Representatives. Now, it was impossible to 
believe in any idea of power pertaining to the 
President in this character. But he would 
mind the Senator that the President hi im 
more than one communication had claimed this 
character and power. It would be found in the 
protest that he is the only single representative 
of the people. Sir, (said Mr. W.,) this ip the 
very essence of consolidation, and in the worgt 
of hands. Do we not all know (said he) thatthe 
people have not one representative? Do we not 
kiuow that the States are divided into congres- 
«oi! districts, each of which elects a represent 
vive, and that the States themselves are repre- 
sented by two members on this floor? Do we 
not all know that it was carefully avoided by the 
framers of the Constitution to give him any such 
sower at all? He admitted that the President, 
in reference to his popularity merely, was called, 
with great propriety, the representative of the 
people; but in other respects he was no more $0 
than was the president of the old Congress. 
There was another false doctrine that was worth 
noueing, and that was, that everything that had 
been done by the President had been approved 
of by the people, because they reélected him. 
Mr. EWING, of Ohio, said it had been the 
habit of some gentlemen to say that they who 
were in the majority two or three years ago pre- 
dicted that there would be a deficiency in the 
public revenue. Although he was then on the 
Committee on Finance, he could not recollect any 
such prediction, nor could he find it in any of the 
speeches delivered at that time. He would not 
say there was no such expression, but if there 
was he did not recollect it. They did say that, 
as @ consequence of the removal of the deposits, 
there would be a great pressure—a depression in 
commerce—an increase of the number of banks— 
au emulation and strife among those banks in 
getting their paper into circulation—an unsound 
currency—a rise in the price of property—a crush 
among the banks, and the ruin of thousands. 
All these things had come to pass, except the | 


latter, which was so near being fulfilled that they 
were told they must not whisper a want of con- 
fidence in these banks—that they must not wake 
up the sleeper for fear he might fall over into the 

precipice below. On one third of a page he found | 
these predictions as they had been verified; and, | 





if it was in the power of two or three of these |) 


deposit banks in one State to say what shall be | 
received in paymentand what shall not, he thought 

the crisis was near at hand in which the last fad 
diction would be fulfilled. He would notgo fully 


from the Treasury Department to the resolution 
of inquiry he had submitted a few days since. 


_ If there was no other remedy that could be had, 


he would go for the resolution offered by the Sen- 


ator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton.) Harsh asit | 
He would, however, | 
| prefer it to be laid on the table until the answer 


was, he would go for it. 


was given to the resolution he had offered the 
other day. 


Mr. CALHOUN observed that he should be 
very much governed in the vote he should give 
on this occasion by the opinions of gentlemen 
coming from the new States where the public 
lands were. He saw a great many advantages 


| that would result from the measure, and particu- 
|| larly in the check it would giye to.that spirit of || 


speculation by which the bank rags were given 
in exchans 
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a 


Strike out all after “ Resolved,” and insert: © That the. 


Committee on Finance be instructed to inquire into the 


public lands, of anything but gold and silver, after the — 
| day of ——,”’—thus changing the character of the resolution, 
from that of an order to bring in a bill, to one of mere in- 
quiry as to the expediency of doing so. 

Mr. SHEPLEY said it was with extreme re- 
luctance that he said a word at that time. He 
| had imposed silence upon himself upon personal 
considerations. But he could not permit the re- 
marks of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Ewine] to 
pass without notice, lest his silence might be sup- 

osed to admit their accuracy. 
Mr. S., that he is greatly in error, if he supposes 
that the prediction was not made that the Treas- 


upon it, 
| which I heard two years since upon this floor. 
| they were too deeply inieresting—they were too 
| forcibly impressed upon my mind—to allow me 
/todoso. I do not profess to use the language, 
| but only to convey the idea then so frequently 
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into this subject until he had received an answer i Sir, (said Mr.S.,) [ allege that these evils have 


expediency of prohibiting the receipt, in payment for the | 


| 


I do think, said | 


| 
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_ been occasioned by the action of that very bank 
| or, at least, have been greatly aggravated by it, 
| We nced only recur to the history of the last 
twelve or fourteen years to be satisfied of it, 
In 1831 the loans of the bank to the people 
were, if he recollected rightly, about forty-two 
millions. Tne next year they were raised to 
seventy millions. In 1834 they had become re- 
| duced again to nearly forty millions; and in 1835 
| they were again very high; and this year reduced 
again. This was but the brief history of its 
operations for five years. It had been producing 
fluctuations in the money market, uncertainty in 
prices, and an insecurity in property during the 
| whole of that short period. 
The direct tendency of such a course was gub- 
| versive of honest i ‘v. of regular business. 


LIGt 
PRI 


no more trust the destinies of their country to the 
| machinations, the fluctuations, the fictitious pros- 
perity, and the fictitious adversity, occasioned by 
the United States Bank. 

The Senator, two years ago, when the bank 
was calling in its loans at the rate of from one to 








|| three millions a month, justified that course, and 


| regarded it as the necessary and proper duty of 
| the bank to continue to call in its loans until the 
end of its charter. He took occasion then to 
| express the opinion that there was no necessity 
| for it, and that it was done * designedly, unne- 
cessarily, to compel obedience to the bank.”’ 
And what was the result? Soon after the ad- 





| foment of Congress, the bank, instead of fol- 
/ury would be unable to meet the just demands | 


owing the course alleged to be necessary, ex- 
tended its loans, and continued to extend them, 


I cannot mistake the import of the expressions || until the millions which it had called in were 


thrown out again. And now complaint was made 
against the State banks, that they had done a 
little of what that bank had done much. 

If the measure now before them could be 
adopted without injury to the new States in the 





} 
! 


and emphatically exhibited, that we were to have || West, he was disposed to vote for it; but upon 


, an empty Treasury. 

The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wes- 
| STER] imputes the evils of the currency, and the 
fluctuations and speculations in business, to the 
refusal to renew the charter of the Bank of the 
United States. 





! 


| that subject he was not sufficiently advised at the 
time to form an opinion. It might do something 
towards protecting us from those great and sudden 
changes in our moneyed concerns which had 
marked their history for the last five years. 
Mr. MANGUM rose, not for the purpose of 

















the discussion, but to suggest to the 


° 
eee from Alabama the expediency of refer- | 
ring the resolution to a select committee instead | 
of the Committee on Finance. This measure 
contemplated an important change inthe currency 
of the country;and he preferred that it should be 
left in the charge of its friends, who better under- 
stood it. He was perfectly ready to vote for it, 
if it came recommended by the gentlemen from 
the new States; and he was willing to do so, be- 
cause he looked upon it to be a remedy against || 
speculations in the public lands, and because it | 
might possibly bring about a sounder state in the 
circulating medium. He thought the present de- | 
bate an unprofitable one. Ali this bandying of | 
reproaches tended to no good; they had better set | 


chon applying ‘some remedy to the evils all ac- | 


exist, than waste time in crim- | 


HT 
NT 


$100,000,000 had been added to the currency by 
these banks; which would not have been the case 
had there been a Bank of the United States to | 
control them. As to the superabundance of the | 
Treasury, he had always forseen it. Ever since | 
the fatal tariff of 1828, he foresaw the evil; and | 
his subsequent course, which had brought on him | 
so much opprobium, (he alluded to the proceed- 

ings of South Carolina in opposition to the tariff,) | 
was dictated by the knowledge that this tariff | 
would produce an overwhelming accumulation of | 
money in the Treasury, which ought never to be | 
there. There was a deep responsibility on those | 
who had caused these evils. But let us (said he) 

not look to the past, but to the future: let us 

apply what remedies are in our power; and above 

all let us endeavor to prevent this noble domain | 
(the public lands) from passing out of our hands | 
into those of speculators in exchange for worth- | 
less bank rags. His only desire was that the | 
measure under consideration should be approved | 


of by western gentlemen; and if it was so, he | 
should give it his hearty support. 

Mr. PORTER could not agree with the Senator | 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Maxpine) The strong | 
convictions of duty that prevailed in his breast | 
required that he should contribute his aid to arrest | 
these evils. He did not understand why the | 


operation of the resolution should be confined to | 
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the western States, when the people throughout 
the whole Union were interested init. Mr. P. | 
referred to the relative amount of specie in the 
country, and sales of the public ove to show | 
that this measure was not going to have the tend- 
ency of correcting the evil. He should prefer it | 
to be left to a committee to report their reasons 
upon it atlength. Lord Chatham had said the 
currency of the country was like a sensitive plant 
—the moment you touch it it dies. Some state- 
ments were made which he could not believe were 
not founded in error. He could not believe the 
United States Bank was the cause of all that had 
been imputed to it by the Senator from Maine, 
{Mr. Sucptey.} He would have preferred if that 
Senator had given them his figures to demonstrate 
his charges, instead of his general conclusions. 
The reason why the bank, when first instituted, 
i; was expected, 
He adverted to 
yn and contrac- 
of the war; but 
itutional in its | 
nanhood, the 
lieved the ak | 
it to operate on 
mary. Mr. P. | 
different years | 
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1830, he asked | 


Snep.er] if he 


| 
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‘ed the currenc 
|| and the persons by whom, such contracts are or have been 


been continued, 
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the Senate ad- 


‘ATIVES. 
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ted the follow- 
to: 
e be requested to | 

1 the House of Kepresentatives with a copy of the | 
‘list on file in his Depart ment of the awards made by the | 
commissioners on claims arising under the convention with | 
the King of the Two Sicilies. 

THE DEPOSIT BANKS. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the unanimous con- | 
sent of the House to take up the resolution here- | 
tofore submitted by him, calling upon the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury for information in relation | 
to the selection of the deposit banks, the agents 
connected with the same, &c. 

Mr. LAWLER-<hoped the gentleman would 
waive his motion until he could present a peti- 
tion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE had given way on several 
occasions in order to accommodate gentlemen, 
and by so doing had been prevented from press- 
ing his motion. He could not withdraw it, as it 
was important, in his opinion, that the inquiry 
which he proposed should be agreed to. 

Mr. HAWES hoped both gentlemen would 
waive their motions to enable hic to call up a 
resolution which he had offered on the 7th Jan- 
uary, in reference to the West Point Academy. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE declined withdrawing th 


motion, when Mr. LAWLER objected to it, but | 


subsequently withdrew his objection. 
Mr. ADAMS suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Dromcoore} that his colleague | 
[Mr. Wise] had proposed an amendment to his | 
resolution, in which he felt much interest, and 





i} 


ae 


that, inasmuch as the latter gentleman was not 
in his seat, the proposition ought not to be pressed 
at that time. 

Mr. EVANS objected to taking up the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved io suspend the rule 
until one o’clock, in order to enable him to make 
a motion to take up his proposition. 

Mr. HOWELL moved a call of the House, 
upon which Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Caro- 
lina, asked for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 40, nays 115. 

So the call was refused. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then 
agreed to—ayes 100, noes 33. [Previous to 
taking this vote, Mr. Wise appeared in his seat. } 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this Tlouse full information of the 
mode and manner of selecting banks in the several States 
or Territories for the deposit of the public money of the 
United States, of all contracts, agreements, or stipulations 
entered into with said banks for the sate-keeping of suid 
moneys: that the Secretary of the Treasury also state what 
agents have been employed, the nature and extent of 
their agency; and the compensation which such agents have 
received in any way from the Government of the United 
| States: and that he also state what officers or agents onthe 

said banks have in any way participated or been 

mtal in the information of any such contracts, 

agreements, or stipulations concerning the deposit and sate- 
| keeping of snid moneys in said banks. 


| ‘Thequestion pending was the following amend- 





| ment proposed by Mr. Wise: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, with 

| power.to.send for persons and papers, to iuquire into the 
mode or agency o! selecting the banks of deposit for the 
| public money; the contracts with the Treasury Depart 
| ment by which they are regulated, the manner in which, 


made: into ali correspondence whatsoever touching con 
| tracts for the deposit of the public money; and into all 
connection, relation, official or unofficial, which exists, or 
has existed, between any person or persons and the Treas 
| ury ment, or between them and the deposit banks, 
| or any individuals or banks, touching the custody and the 
control and deposit of the public money, or between any 
| de ent of the Executive and any individual or individ 
uals, or banks, touching the disbursements of the public 
oney, appropriated or unappropriated by law; and into 
| amount of compensation of any er all agents whatso 
| ever, official or unofficial, connected with the said Depart- 
ment, orsaid banks, touching the disbursements, safe- keep 
| ing, Or deposit of the public money; and that said com- 
{4 have leave to report by bi!l or otherwise. 
| 


Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, who was 
entitled to the floor, addressed the House at some 
length, His object in addressing the House was 
to submit an amendment to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] be- 
cause he believed both the original resolution and 
the amendment as wanting. He could see no 
great difference between the original resolution 
and the amendment, except as it related to the 
transactions of a certain individual with the de- 
posit banks. He proposed to amend, so as to 
‘inquire how the public moneys had been used 


SS aereanamannainn tains 


\| since they had been in the deposit banks; and 


unless the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise] 
was willing to make that inquiry, he should con- 
sider it a mere personal matter, which did not 
seem to him to be important. His amendment, 
if adopted, would go to showin what manner the 
moneys had been used since they were placed in 
the deposit banks, which was a matter of the 
crestest interest to the country, and an inquiry 

emanded bythe people of the country, inasmuch 
as the whole funds of the nation were now in the 
hands of those banks, which he understood, from 
a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, to be 
at present very nearly thirty-two millions of dol- 
lars; and he believed by the end of the present 


_ year they would amount to upwards of fifty 


millions. This money was bringing in no in- 
terest to the Government, which he considered 
might be loaned out for two millions of dollars. 
This was the reason why an inquiry should be 
made into this matter; and he hoped such an in- 
quiry would be had. The gentleman who had 
offered the original resolution [Mr. Dromeoo.e] 
gave as his reasons for it that he wished some 
information in relation to the subject, before the 
bill to regulate the deposit banks came up to be 
acted on. This might have been the gentleman’s 
| object; but he considered, that if this had been 

his real object, he would have brought forward 

the proposition at an earlier period of the ses- 
sion. He found that the deposit bil! was 
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the first month of the session, and t a bill for 
the same purpose was fepeuies in the House 
abouta month ago. Now, although such was the 
fact,and attempts had been made to fix a day for 
the consideration of that bill, still no resolution 
of this sort was brought in for the consideration 
of the House until the gentleman from Virginia | 
{Mr. Wise) had repeatedly made attempts to get 
his resolution before the House. From these 
circumstances, he was led to believe that the reso- | 
lution was not offered for the object avowed by 
its mover, but to prevent a searching inquiry 
from being made. He then went into a compar- 
ison of the original resolution and amendment, | 
and remarked that the only material difference 
between the resolution and the substitute was, 
that the substitute proposed an inquiry in rela- 
tion to the connection of a certain individual with 
the banks of deposit and the Government. He 
considered it important that the people should 
know all about these money transactions of the 
deposit banks connected with the public revenue. 
He considered they had the right to examine into 
the manner in which the moneys had been used 


by the deposit banks, and if they neglected to do | 


so he considered they would be recreant to their 

duty as representatives of the people; they not | 
only had the right to make this investigation, but 

were bound to doit. As they stood at present, 

they could have no information except such as 

was laid before the Secretary of the Treasury in 

the monthly statements of the banks, which, 

being made up by the banks themselves, he did 

not know that they were always to be depended 

on. 

The amendment proposed to make an investi- 
gation into the connection which a certain indi- | 
vidual had with the deposit banks. This mys- 
terious relation he considered most important. 
What was that relation? Was thereagentleman 
in that House who could tell whatit was? Could 
even the honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means inform them what that relation 
was? He had not even heard an attempt made 
to point out the relations of this individual be- 
tween the deposit banks and the Government. 
Were they, then, to rest calmly when $50,000,000 
would be in the banks at the end of the present | 
year, in the face of the fact, that this individual | 
had much to do with these banks? No; he wanted 
to know what use had been made of the public 
moneys. He considered an investigation all im- | 
vortant, for the purpose of re the country, 
Ceaesies the inquiry was demanded by the people 
of the country. He said they were called upon | 
by every consideration to look into this matter; 
and were bound to see what uses had been made 


of the moneys, and what security there was for | 


the money. When the public moneys were in the | 
Bank of the United States, it was found neces- | 
sary, on several occasions, to inquire into the 

state of that institution, and then they had proper | 
legal restrictions. Such being the case, how much | 
more important was it now, that the condition of | 
those banks should be examined into, when 
there were no legal restrictions! There was also 
another consideration which should induce them 
to go into this investigation, which was, that | 
there were suspicions attached to the character 
of the individual who was connécfed with these 
banks by some kind of agency. Not only sus- 
sicious statements had been made in relation to 
es on that floor, but there was evidence, which 
had been read to the House from the records of 
the House—the report of the bank-investigating 
committee. On these considerations he con- 
ceived they should make the examination. 
there was still another, and an important reason, 
why the examination should be made, which 
was, that it was due to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. The Secretary of the Treasury held a very 
important station, and had charge of the funds of 
the nation, and was bound to give an account of 
the situation of those funds. Now, if an indi- 
vidual was employed by the banks who was 
suvject to meddle with those funds, on whom sus- 
picion rested, he considered it important that the 
Secretary of the Treasury should be placed in a | 


— 


situation to show that he had no intercourse with 


that individual. He thought the inquiry should 


be made for the Secretary’s benefit, if not for the | 


arrival of the hour of one o’clock. 


But || 


| ALLEN of Vermont, MU 
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| 
Secretary a most able and industrious officer, and | 


him. The inquiry was due to him and to the 
country. There was also a clause in the Consti- 
tution which provided that no money should be 
drawn from the Treasury but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law; and if it was a fact 
that an individual, or individuals, drew moneys 
from the deposit banks, in consideration of the 
use of the public moneys, he considered it a vio- | 
lation of this article. The Government had | 
always been in debt, until within a short time, | 


| when we arrived atan unexampled state of pros- 


perity. Butif the corruptions which were fre- | 
quently spoken of were to creep in, and the | 
moneys to be used for such purposes, he consid- | 
ered that a national debt would have been a | 
national blessing compared with that state of | 


affairs. 
Mr. C. then submitted his amendment to the | 


/ amendment, namely, ‘ the manner in which the 


public moneys have been used, and the security | 
received for the same.”’ 

Mr. WISE accepted this amendment, and mod- 
ified his own amendment so as to make it come 
in immediately after the resolution of Mr. Drom- 
GOOLE, 

Mr. BOND considered the amendment of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] should pre- 
vail, He went into an examination to show how | 


| 


/ much money had been lost to the Government by | 


the failure of State institutions about the time of 
the late war, and argued that such a state of 
things might again come to pass. He also con- | 
trasted the condition of the finances of the country | 
during the time the United States bank had pos- 
session of the public deposits with the present 
time, and contended that the bank of the United 
States performed the service of the Government 
much more satisfactorily than it was now per- 
formed. 


The remarks of Mr. Bonn were arrested by the 


Mr. McKAY moved to suspend the rules for 
one hour, for the purpose of resuming the con- | 
sideration of the bills authorizing the President to 


| accept the service of volunteers, and for the better | 


defense of the western frontier. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and 


nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 92, || 


nays 82. 
So the House refused to suspend the rules. | 
Mr. MERCER gave notice that he would, on | 

Monday next, ask leave to bring in a bill to pro- | 

vide for the distribution among the several States | 


of the surplus revenue at present in the deposit |, 


banks. 


Mr., HARD made an ineffectual effort to take || 


up his resolution for printing an extra number of 
copies of the report, &c., in reference toa ship | 
channel around the Falls of Niagara. 


A bill for the relief of Don Louis Rosamond | 
Orillon was taken up, and an amendment offered | 
by Mr. Garuanp, of Louisiana; which was | 
agreed to. 

The question being on its engrossment, it was | 


discussed by Messrs. VINTON, GARLAND of | 
Louisiana, BYNUM, HAWES, LANE, and | 


JOHNSON of Louisiana, when the bill was post- | 
poned until Friday next. © ae, 

Several private bills on their third reading | 
were also postponed until Friday next. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Brahan, | 
late receiver of public moneys at Huntsville, 
Alabama, was ordered to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of James Alexander and 
Ira Nash was passed. | 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Haggard was | 
taken up, and was discussed at some length | 
(mainly in reference to the principle of allowing 
interest upon claims for cothmutation pay for 
serving in the een war) b essrs. 


SON, and CRANE, when the proposition to 


i 
strike out interest was negatived, and the bill | 


was ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. HARD moved an adjournment; which 


i LLL 


reported in the other branch of ongrees during benefit of the House; because he considered the 
iat 
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'| of the United States. n 
|, manner, pledged themselves not again to violate 
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the bill for the relief of Michael Thornton, were 








| ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
should not desire to see any suspicion attached to | 


The House then went into the Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. Tuomson, of Ohio, in the chair,) 
on the following bills: ; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas McCleland and 
James Smith; 

A bill allowing rations to Brigadier General 
John E. Wool, inspector general United States 

Army; and 

A bill from the Senate for the relief of Ben- 
jamin Murphy. 

Mr. REYNOLDS said that the bill, as he un- 
derstood it, presented a claim on the Governmen- 
for compensation for damages done by the Cher- 
okee Indians; that the Government had moved 

_ these Indians west, and located them in such sit- 
uation that the inevitable consequence was, that 
they would commit a trespass on the property of 
_ the claimant. 
| If the Government was the means by which 
| the individual lost his property, it ought to be 
-accountable for it; but if the property was de- 


| stroyed by the man’s own imprudent acts, with- 


out the agency of the Government, then he ought 
to be the loser himself. It is admitted that In- 
dians committed the trespass, and it was by the 
act of the Government moving the Indians to that 


| region of country, that the outrage was done. 


| ‘To excuse the Government from paying for 
_ this damage, which was caused by their agency, 
| the gentleman [Mr. Vinton] says this claimant 


|| was a trespasser on the lands of the United 


States, had pienet himself out of the pale of pro- 
tection of the Government, and thereby ought 


| not to have relief. 


| 
| 
} 


‘(| By an old act of Congress, that has by time 


and public opinion become obsolete, and, he 


/might say, almost void, these citizens settling on 


the public lands might be called, and no more 
than called, trespassers. They are, in fact, not 
eee Public opinion long since has dis- 
carded this notion. No oneinthe West considers 
these individuals on Congress lands as trespassers, 
They are respectable citizens, many of them, and 
| in every respect entitled to the privileges and im- 
munities of other citizens. 

The American Congress so considers them. 

Preémptions to secure these meritorious citizens 
_in their labor and improvements have been passed 
| from time to time, and continued in force for 
| many years. It is the settled policy of the Gov- 
‘ernment, and (Mr. R. said) he hoped it would 
always remain the liberal and enlightened policy 
| of the country. 
_ He hoped the claimant, because he was settled 
on the land of the Government, would be placed 
in a worse condition than the gentleman [Mr. 
Vinton] would be in the State of Ohio, settled 
on his own soil, if the Indians, by the agency of 
| the United States, had committed trespass on his 
property. 

The gentleman [Mr. Vinton] said that it was 
'the encroachment of the whites on the Indians 
| that caused these Indian wars, which cost the 
| Government so much money. He instanced the 
| Black Hawk war. 
| Mr. R. said he would state the facts in relation 
| to the last-mentioned war, as he had an intimate 
| knowledge of the war, and the facts that led to 
it. The Government had purchased of the Sac 
| and Fox Indians, of which tribes the Black Hawk 
and band formed a part, the whole country which 
| was invaded by the hostile Indians. These 
| Indians had not one foot of land on the east side 


! 
| 


| of the Mississippi river. They were, in a public 


council the year before at Rock Island, made 

acquainted with their rights, and the view the 
_ Government had taken of the whole transaction. 
They were in a friendly manner cautioned against 
' again crossing the river to the east side, in viola- 
| tion of their agreement, and the wishes and advice 
They, in a most solemn 


| the command of the Government to recross the 
river to the east side. 

Early in April, 1832, they, in violation of that 
pledge, and contrary to the command of the Gov- 
ernment, crossed the river to the east side, where 


|| they had not any land and no well-founded claim 
was negatived without a count. | 


The bill for the relief of James Trumble, and || 


to it. 
It is true, Black Hawk and a part of his band, 
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claimed their portion of the land on the east side 
of the Mississippi, as they said they never had 
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sold it. They were cheated out of it, &c. The 
nature of this claim, in 1831, in the council at 
Rock Island, before mentioned, was explained 
to them, and made them understand that the 
Government could not be bound by it. They 
had surveyed part of it, and had actually sold 
some of it to her citizens. The country did not 
belong to the Indians. Instead of the white 

opulation intruding on the Indians, the reverse 
of this sta‘ement was the fact. The Indians in- 
vaded and intruded themselves on the whites; 
the whites resisted, as they had a right, and were 
in fact bound to do. 

Thus the war of 1832 commenced. It was the 
aggressions of the Indians that caused it. 

The Winnebagoes actually, in 1832, sold out 
all their land and possessions south of Wiscon- 
sin, and agreed to move away and never return. 
This will be seen by a reference to the treaty 
made at Rock Island in the State of Illinois, 1n 
that year. If they return, they are intruders and 
trespassers on the lands and possessions of the 
whites. If any difficulty should arise, they are 
the trespasers, and must abide by the conse- 
quences. If war ensue, the wrong commenced 
with themselves. 

The policy of the Government is correct in 
moving them away from the whites. No other 
policy will preserve them at all. If the Indians 
will violate this humane and benevolent view of 
their condition taken by the United States, and 
return among the whites in violation of the 
treaty, they must expect to receive rough treat- 
ment. It will surely be the result of their rash 
und unwise course of conduct. Let the evil be 
with them. 

4. A bill for the relief of John McCarroll, jr.; 

5. A bill for the relief of Robert Allison; 

6. A bill for the relief of William Hewes; 

7. A bill for the relicf of the representatives of 
Colonel Anthony White; 

8. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Tristam Coffin, deceased; 

9. A bill for the relief of Henry Keefer; 

10. A bill for the rejief of Francis Bashford; 

11. A bill for the relief of Bernard Pompilly; 

12. A bill for the relief of Elisha Lucas; 

13. A bill for the relief of John Cowper; 

14. A bill for the relief of the Lexington, Ohio, 
Railroad Company; 

15. A bill for the relief of James Whitsell and 
Jacob Stewart; 

16. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Captain John Winston, deceased; 

17. A bill for the relicf of John S. Devlin; 

18. A bill for the relief of Patrick Green; 

19. A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue to David T. Talbot 
a patent for a quarter section of Jand; 

20. A bill forthe relief of Thaddeus Tuttle; 

21. A bill for the relief of James Steel. 

After some time, the committee rose and re- | 
ported the second bill without amendment, and 
that the enacting clause of the third had been 
stricken out. Upon the remainder of the bills 
the committee asked leave to sit again; which 
was granted. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- || 


lowing communications: 


A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in 
reply to a resolution of the Ist instant, in refer- | 


ence to the quantity of land entered at the Land 
Office at Augusta, Mississippi; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Letters from the Secretary of the Navy and 
Postmaster General, transmitting, in obedience 
to aresolution of the llth instant, a list of the 
clerks, their compensation, duties, &c., emplo 


red 
in their respective Departments; whieh were laid 1 


on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in re- 
sponse to a resolution of the 17th January, 1835, 
containing an abstract and statements of compen- 
sation and allowance to officers of the Navy, &c.; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


A letter from the Secretary of State, transmit- | 


ting, in obedience to law, a statement of the num- 
ber and designation of passengers arrived in the 


|| and New Jersey, the whole of the State of Dela- 


|| with greatrespect. When the highly respectable 
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nessec, praying for the remission of duties on 
goods imported by them, and consumed by fire 
vefore their arrival at the place of their destina- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of Jeptha 
A. Wilkinson, praying for a patent right; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 


nance, reported several bills from the House, 
without amendment; also reported, with an amend- 
ment, the bill from the Sivase authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to act as the agent of 
the United States in all matters relating to its 
stock in the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which had been referred the resolutions 
of the States of Tennessee, Illinois, Indiana, and 
sundry petitions on the subject of marine hos- 
pitals, made a report, together with a bill in ad- 
dition to the acts for the relief of sick and disabled 
seamen; which was read, and ordered toa second 
reading. 


United States from foreign countries in each col- | 
lection district, &c.; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The House then, at half past five o’clock, ad- 
journed, 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, -Fpril 25, 1836. 

The CETAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the Ist instant, 
a report of the United States geologists. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a statement additional to the 
statements contained in his report of the 18th 
instant, relative to the balance in the Treasury, 
and the condition of the deposit banks. i 

Also, a report from the Secretary of State, trans- 
mitting statements of the number and designation 
of the passengers who have arrived quarter-yearly 
in the respective collection districts from foreign 
countries. 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of a 
number of the inhabitants of the town of Rotter- 
dam, New York, praying for the establishment 
of a post route; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ROBBINS presented the memorial of F. 
G. Brown; which was referred to the Committee , 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
a meeting of the religious Society of Friends, 
recently held in the city of Philadelphia, remon- 
strating against the admission of Arkansas into 
the Union while the bill contained the provision 
in relation to slavery. 

Mr. B. (on its presentation) said he rose to 
present the memorial of the yearly meeting of 
the religious Society of Friends, which had been 
recently held in the city of Philadelphia, remon,; 
strating against the admission of Arkansas into 
the Union whilsta provision remained in her con- 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIS gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to bring in a bill to amend the act 
in addition to the act to alter and amend the several 
acts imposing duties on imports. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to bring in a joint resolution providing 
for the purchase of two hundred and fifty coptes 
of Burr’s map of the northwestern frontier. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Cherryville to Brownsville, 
in the State of ‘Tennessee. 


Mr. HILL submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered, and agreed to: 


| stitution which admits of, and may perpetuate, || _ Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
slavery. This yearly meeting Corona within || Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
y: s ze : 


establishing a post road from Lowell, by Drainclt, Massa- 
chusetts, Pelham, Windham, Londonderry, and Manches- 
ter, to Hooksett, in New Hampshire. 


Mr. WEBSTER, by instructions from the 
Committee on Finance, submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the several heads ef Departments be 
directed to report to the Senate their several and respective 

| Opinions upon the justice and propriety of increasing the 
compensation of all or any of the clerks in their respective 
Depariments ; and, ifthey deewn such augmentation proper 

| Of Necessary in any case, that they state their opinion of 
the reasonable amount of such augmentation. 


Mr. BUCHANAN submitted the following 
resolution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to enable the President of the United States to contract 
with Luizi Persico for two groups of statues to complete 
the eastern front of the Capitol. 


Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary C!aims 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to 

| Benjamin Porter, a surgeon’s mate inthe Navy, during the 

| war of the Revolution, the commutation pay granted to 
such officers under the resolution of the old Congress. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion’ of Mr. SOUTHARD, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Navy for 
the year 1836; and the amendments reported by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs being read, 


| its jurisdiction the greater part of Pennsylvania 


ware, and the eastern shore of Maryland. The 
language of this memorial was perfectly respect- 
ful. Indeed, it could not be otherwise, consid- 
ering the source from which it emanated. It 
breathed throughout the pure and Christian spirit 
| which had alwaysanimated the Society of Friends; 
and, although he did not concur with them in 
opinion, their memorial was entitled to be received 


committee which had charge of this memorial 
called upon him this morning, and requested him 
to present it to the Senate, he had felt it to be his 
duty to inform them in what relation he stood to 
the question. He stated to them that he had been 
requested, by the Delegate from Arkansas, to take 
charge of the application of that Territory to be 
admitted into the Union; and that he had cheer- 
fully taken upon himself the performance of this 
duty. He also read to them the eighth section 
of the act of Congress of March 6, 1820, con- 
| taining the famous Missouri compromise; and 
informed them that the whole Territory of Ark- 
ansas was south of the parallel of 36° 30’ north 
latitude; and that he regarded this compromise, 
considering the exciting and alarming circum- 
stances under which it was made, and the dangers 
to the existence of the Union which it had re- 
_ moved, to be almost as sacred as a constitutional 
provision. That there might be no mistake on the | 
subject, he had also informed them that, in pre- Mr. WHITE said he would be glad if some 
senting their memorial, he should feel it to be his | member of the committee would explain the 
duty to state these factsto the Senate. Withthis | objects of these amendments, and why 8o large 
course on his part they were satisfied, and still | an increase of the appropriations made by the 
continued their request that he might present the |, House was deemed necessary by them. 
memorial. He now did so with great pleasure. {The amendments increased the appropriations 
He hoped it might be received by the Senate with || of the House nearly two millions of Follars. | 
all the sooner it so highly deserved. He asked || Mr. SOUTHARD explained that the increase 
that it might be read; and, as the question of the |, of the appropriations, particularly in the largest 
admission of Arkansas was no longer before us, | increase, ($570,160,) was for keeping a greater 
he moved that it might be laid upon the table. number of vessels afloat than was recommended 
The memorial was accordingly read, and or- || by the Executive at the commencement of the 
dered to be laid upon the table. session, thereby incurring a great additional 
Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of || expense for the pay and subsistence of the offli- 
William H. Moore and William Gillian, of Ten- || cers and seamen. The increase of this item of 


| 
} 
\ 
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expenditure had been recommended in a com- / If ithad not, then the inquiry into the expedi- ‘cited aclause in the sixth article of the Consti- 


munication received from the Navy Department, 


since the receipt of the President’s message at the | 


opening of the session. It was also contemplated 
hy the committee to employ four steam vessels 
for the defense of the coasts, and to fit up three 
of the ships of the line, to be used as receiving 


TH 


ships at each of the three navy-yards at Boston, | 


New York, and Norfolk, but so far completed as 
to be in a situation to be fitted for sea at a very 
short notice, should the defense of the country 
require it. 
were for dry-docks, completing a steam vessel, 
a navy hospital, and a powder magazine at Bos- 
ton and New York, and for the purchase of sites 
and the erection of barracks at Brooklyn, Gos- 
yort, and Pensacola, not provided for by the 
louse of Representatives. 

Mr. HILL said the amendments proposed by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs in the Senate 
provided for an addition to the billas it had passed 
the House of nearly $2,000,000. It added simply 
to the pay of officers and seamen of the Navy 
more than $500,000. He was unable to divine 
why this great addition to the Navy expenditures 
was now to be made. 


The other increased appropriations | 


When the bill was first | 
taken up by the House of Representatives, our || 


foreign affairs, in a highly critical state, seemed | 


to require an increased expenditure; and the bill 


crease. Yet, this was not enough. 
man of the Naval Committee, [Mr. Sournarp,] 
who a few days ago made a speech in favor of 
distributing among the several States $27,000,000, 


now recommends aa addition of other millions to | 


the naval appropriation. How gentiemen can 


vote for these extravagant, these uncalled-for ap- | 


propriations, at the same time they vote to dis- 
tribute the surplus, he (Mr. H.) would not 
attempt to explain. He was anxious to see who 
of this body were in favor of these aperepeie. 
tions—he wished the ayes and noes to be placed 
on the Journal on the principal amendments pro- 
posed by the Naval Committee. It was indeed 
extraordinary that the Executive should now 
recommend these increased expenditures over and 
above what was recommended by the Executive 
three months avo, when the estimates were sent 
from the Department to the committee of the 
House of Representatives. If the Executive shall 
be thus unsteady and wavering in its recommend - 
ations, its wishes would not be much regarded 
in any vote he (Mr. H.) should give. 
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ency or policy was useless. Some years ago it 
was foreseen that there would be a surplus; and, 
if he was not mistaken, the President had made 
a communication in relation to it. The Secretary 
of the Navy, Mr. Dickerson, when in Congress, 
had made a report on the subject in 1825,-’26, 
from which he read extracts to show the great 
advantages which he (Mr. D.) thought would 
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result from an equitable distribution of the reve- | 


nue for the purposes of education and internal 
improvements, which report (Mr. W. said) was 


not confined to the revenue from one source or | 


another, but embraced the whole revenue, and 


that it even recommended a distribution of a por- | 
tion of the revenue in anticipation of the gradual | 


extinguishment of the national debt; and asserted 
thatit would relieve Congress from a great source 
of unnecessary legislation. When the present 
Chief Magistrate came into power, so far as he 
knew in the section of country in which he lived, 
it found very considerable favor among the mass 
of the people. He quoted the recommendation 
of the President to distribute the surplus revenue 
in a ratio of representation among the States, 


and that if there were any constitutional doubts, | 


to apply to the legitimate source, the States, for 
their removal. He cited the report of the Secre- 


| tary (of the Treasury, Mr. McLane, in 1831, in 


had passed the House making considerable in- || 
The ehair- | 


favor of the constitutional power of Congress over 
the revenue from public lands, to appropriate 
them to the purposes of education and internal 
| improvement. No distinction was observed in 
the message of the President; but the Secretary 
of the Treasury saw difficulties ahead, and seized 
upon it, and suggested how it should be met, by 
purchase by the United States. 

He believed the doctrines of the Chief Magis- 
trate were correct. 
decide the question, whether revenue arising out 
of all sources was constitutionally subject to a 


general distribution. Had they not the power (he | 


asked) to correct the mistakes of the Government 
in collecting the revenues? 
you estimate fifteen millions as the amount neces- 
sary for the expenses of Government, and when 
you come to collect it it amounts to seventeen 


|| millions, must you let thattwo millions be locked 


{Mr. SOUTHARD having explained that the | 


estimates differing from those of the House re- 
sulted from a changed view of the importance of 


the Navy, and said they were derived from the | 


commissioners of the Navy,] 
Mr. HILL continued: He would not regard 


communications coming from a subordinate bu- | 


reau of any Departmentas executive recommend- 
ations. He could not, knowing their sentiments 
in relation to the Chief Magistrate, take the rec- 
ommendations of the Navy commissioners as his 
guide. 

The hour of one o’clock having arrived, Mr. 
CALHOUN moved to lay the bill on the table, 
for the purpose of taking up the special order; 
which motion was agreed to—ayes 16, noes 11. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to distribute the net proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands among the States, and 
for granting lands to certain States, was then taken 
up as the special order of the day; when 

Mr. WHIT Esaid the circumstances with which 
we were now surrounded were not only novel, 
but were different from those of former times 
when adebt was due by the nation, and no money 
in the Treasury beyond the sum necessary to 
meet the ordinary expenses of the Government. 
Now the nation owed not one cent, and the 
‘Treasury was full to overflowing. In this state 
of things, after satisfying every ordinary demand 
on the Government, every man manpenye a sur- 
plus would be left. For the distri 
surplus various proj 


among the rest. He had compared this one with 


each of the others, with a view to make a selec- || 
tion of that one which he conceived most advan- | 


tageous to the country. The question arose, has 


ution of this | 
ects had been offered, and this | 


up forever? Or have you the power to correct the | 
mistake by returning the excess to the people | 


from whom it comes? In cases where the Gov- 
ernment took from an individual more money than 
was due from him, where (he asked) did they get 
the power to refund? They had the power to 
assess and collect taxes, and pay him out of it. 
It would be thought strange if one man, in settling 
with another, should not have the power to cor- 
rect mistakes; and why should not the Govern- 
ment have the same power as individuals? He 
agreed with the President, that when a doubt of 
the power existed it ought not to be exercised. 
But the question is, (said he,) whose money is it 
you have gotin your Treasury? You do not know 
who you received it from, and therefore cannot 
return it to its rightful owners. All the public 
| lands were acquired either by deeds of cession or 
by purchase. The deed of cession from Virginia, 
| in 1784, contained an express provision, that these 
funds were to be applied for the benefit of all the 
| States in the Union, or that should thereafter be 
admitted. 

But it was said this deed was made before the 
new Confederation, and before which each State 
contributed its proportion to the support of the 
Government. Suppose (said he) that form of 
| government had continued, and the national debt 

had been paid off, and it had acquired a surplus, 
/as it has now. In that case (he asked) what be- 

came of the question, what shall be done with 

the surplus revenue? They could dispose of it 

only by distributing it on the same principle by 
| which it was paid in. If they were obliged to 
appropriate, as other appropriations, that was 

another matter, in whick the question of distri- 
bution was not involved. 

It had been objected, that in making a distri- 
bution among all the States they would include 
the grantor as well as the other States. If his 
views were correct, they would not only hayg the 
right to make eppenpcetens as trustees, but it 
|| was their bounden duty, under the old Confede- 


Congress the power to make this distribution? || ration, to return the excess to the States. He 


They were not called on to | 


Suppose (said he) | 


April 25, 
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tution to show that a change of Government was 
not intended to change the relative rights of any 
of the States, but that they stood in the same 
situation as before; and also cited authorities to 
show that Congress had clearly the power over 
the fund arising from the public fate. Although 
they had a general power to collect taxes, yet 
that power was necessarily limited to the objects 
for which it was given. If, by giving a section 
of land along a hne of canal, it would increase 
the value of the rest, nobody would doubt the 
power of Congress to do so. 
But it was said that Louisiana and Florida 
were purchased. How were the lands in these 
new States acquired? By the avails of the public 
| lands, which enabled the Government to purchase 
more lands; and these newly-acquired lands in 
Louisiana and Florida would be decreed in a court 
of chancery to be held as the other lands were 
| held in trust by the Government. With this view 
of the subject, his mind was clearly settled down 
that Congress had the power to distribute the 
surplus revenue from the public lands. But it 
was said, that, after all the appropriations were 
made, there would be only four or five hundred 
thousand dollars to dispose of.. In settling this 

question, he doubted the propriety of going into 
anaccount of dollarsand cents. He asked whether 
the public lands were to be debited with the ex- 
pense of the removal of the Indians and the pay- 
ment of agents? The trustee was bound to give 
all the benefit to the person for whose trust he 
held the money, and the person for whose use 
and benefit the trustee undertook to apply his 
money faithfully, had a right to expect the full 
benefit. He spoke of the great importance of the 
purchase of Florida to the country, and especialiy 
the southern States, in preventing a lodgment of 
a foreign enemy, independent of its pecuniary 
value. He had no doubt that, after deducting 
these sums, improperly debited to the public lands, 
and allowing a reasonable sum for all necessary 
aperenenssent, there would be enough left to 
fully equal the amount proposed for distribution. 
He would not go into so labored an argument as 
some others to show what would be left in the 
Treasury. 

At the close of the last quarter, there were in the 
Treasury thirty-one millions; and, at the end of 
the next quarter, there would probably be thirty- 
| three millions, and they had in bank stock, nom- 
inally, seven millions, but which would probably 
| be equal to seven millions five hundred thousand 
dollars, and by adding these sums together they 
| had at the end of the year about seventy-two 

millions. To avoid everything like intake, he 
deducted three millions five hundred and sixty- 
| seven thousand dollars, and still there would be 
upwards of sixty-seven millions left. The late 
Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. McLane, had 
estimated all the ordinary wants of the Govern- 
ment at fifteen millions, and, taking that as the 
data, there would still be twenty-five millions left; 
and he confidently asked, if, after all the wants 
of the Government were provided for, there would 
| be twenty-five millions needed, unless they in- 
creased the Army and Navy to an unreasonable 
extent? He cited documents from the War De- 
| partment to show that a great increase of the 
Army was not wanted, and that the notion of for- 
tifications, on the scale contemplated, was ex- 
| ploded as not calculated for general defense, and 
that they were useful only at certain important 
points; and that a board of examination had been 
|| recommended to point out the most eligible points 
|| for their erection; and that it Was not recom- 





| mended to go on with all the fortifications this 


|| year, but to pees the appropriation this year 
| in completing those already begun. Forts, if not 
manned and armed, might serve the enemy as a 
place of security and annoyance, instead of de- 
fense against them. The radicals in 1822, 1823, 
1824 and 1825, were in favor of the fortification 
system. They mig)t think they could take the 
lead and regulate public opinion on that subject, 
but they would find that public opinion would 


regulate them, if they saddled a standing army 
on the country. 

These armies employed to fight for the Gov- 
ernment would think it necessary to do their 
voting, and the militia of the country would rise 
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en masse, and vote and abolish them. They might } 
ive what they pleased for their navy, and get | 
out all the timber they could to build all the ships || 
they could, arfd they could not consume the sur- 
plus. He understood there was a project started | 
to invest the surplus in stocks—but that would 
increase the difficulty, and instead of getting clear 
of the surplus, they would have an increase of it. 
The Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads had brought to bear asteam power to help 
them to get rid of it, and to that system he en- 
tered his solemn protest. The Postmaster Gen- 
eral had now the power to make contracts. with 
these steam-car companies for the transportation 
of the mails, and if he had not the power he was 
in favor of giving ittohim. He argued, at very 
considerable length, against the measure proposed 
by the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, to show the difficulties in which it would 
involve the Government in becoming connected 
with these companies, and if the power was 
doubted in passing the distribution bill, the post 
office bill was still more objectionable. He relied 
upon the sound integrity of the Chief Magistrate 
in reconsidering his former views, when he found 
the people desired this distribution of the surplus. 
If, then, they had money enough, and none of 
these projects were received with the same favor | 
as this, the question was, whether it would not be 
sound policy to adopt it. It was said that its 
passage would have the effect to destroy a spirit 
manliness, which was necessary to keep the 
iederal Government in tone. When the people 
would understand that the money they reccived 
was not a gratuity or a bounty, but was taken 
from their own funds, and returned to them, they 
would not be decoyed into useless experiments. 
He would never think of distributing, except in 
cases of an extraordinary accumulation like the 
present. The State governments understood 
quite as well how to manage their affairs as the 
United States did to manage its affairs,and would 
make a judicious disposition of the quota they 
would respectively receive. 
Another difficulty was suggested. There was 
a number of new States, and some going to be 
admitted, and if they went into the system of 
dividing the revenue from the public lands, the 
old States would hold on to the high prices, and 
never consent to the reduction of them. It was 
right for gentlemen from the new States, who 
og thought so, to oppose this bill; but he did 
not believe the objection well founded. They 
must always suppose an integrity and magnanim- 
ity of character in the thirteen old States upon 
which they could rely for justice. He had been 
raised in a new State himself, and he was ready 
to say that, the moment he voted for the distribu- 
tion, he would be ready to vote for a reduction, 
so as to enable the inhabitants of the new States 
to purchase land for a home for themselves and 
families. He had voted against the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Mississippi, 
{Mr. Warker,] because he did not think it could 
answer the purpose intended, but declared him- 
self friendly to a gradual reduction that would 
benefit the settlers, let the fate of this bill be what 
it might, and would vote for a graduation prin- 
ciple such as would protect the honest settler. | 
If anything should put him out of humor onthat 
subject, it would be because his own State had 
not received anything from the General Govern- 
ment. He spoke of the facilities loans from banks 
afforded to combinations for the purposes of | 
speculation, and of the inability of those not con- | 
cerned in them to compete with them in the pur- 
chase of publielands. Those sneculators lived | 
upon their wits instead of their labor. He closed 
by portraying the general benefits that would re- 
sult from the passage of the bill, which would 
check this system of speculation, and bring back 
a return of a wholesome and sound currency; it 
would be the means of sustaining these banks; it 
would be invested in internal improvements and 
general education, and none of the other projects 
ought to come into collision with it, as there was 
money enough for them all. It was returning to 
the States what was their own money, and he 
would never consent that they should be treated 
as infants, incapable of acting for themselves. 
Mr. WALK R submitted the following amend- 
ment: Strike out the distribution according to the 








last census, and insert a distribution according to | 
the compound representation of the respective 
States in the Senate and House of Representatives. 
Mr. WALKER said that if this distribution 
bill should be foreed upon us, whether he should 
| vote for or againstit, he wished to see it made as | 
perfect as possible. His amendment was in 
accordance with that feature of the Constitu- 
| tion which regarded the States as coequal sov- 
ereignties, which provided for their equal repre- 
sentation in the Senate, and which gave each of 
them two electoral votes in addition to their num- 
ber of representatives in the other House of Con- 
gress. If the distribution principle was to be 
adopted, he could not think it proper, under 
existing circumstances, to look upon the States 
as counues, and wholly disregard their rights as 
equal members of this great Confederacy. The 
principle proposed by him, whilst it did not 
‘divide the moneys equally among the States, 
yet was anearer approach to equality than the 
| proposition embraced in the billas it now stands. | 
Mr. W. then proceeded to show what States | 
| would be the gainers by this amendment, speci- 
| fying the exact amount for each State. He said 
| the proportion of Mississippi would be nearly 
| doubled, and that of little Delaware nearly tripled. 
Mr. CLAYTON returned his thanks to the 
gentleman from Mississippi for his kind inten- 
tions towards little Delaware, though she would 
| be glad to get the proportion allotted to her in the 
| bill in the shape it came from the committee. 
Should any measure in favor of little Delaware 
come before them on a future occasion, he would | 
be happy to receive the gentieman’s support; but, 
for the present, he must beg to decline his prof- 
| fered kindness. The bill gave to Delaware her 
proportion; not according to the ratio of her rep- 
resentation in the other House; not according to 
the number of her Senators and Representatives 
in both Houses; but apportioned her share of the 
distribution on the basis of her Federal popula- 
tion, which was the only true and just principle | 
of distribution. With this, Delaware would be 
satisfied. 
Mr. CLAY opposed the amendment as not in 
accordance with the provisions of the deed of 
cession from the State of Virginia, declaring that 
the lands given by her should be held for the 
common benefit of all the States tl:en in the Union, 
and those that might thereafter come into it; and 
that the distribution should be made in propor- 
| tion to the burdens borne, respectively, by the 
several States, of the general expenses of the 
Government. The amendment, therefore, of the 
| Senator from Mississippi, would be unconstitu- 
| tional; the only true principle of distribution com- 
| plying with the terms of the deed of cession, was 
on the basis of Federal population. 
Mr. WALKER replied, disclaiming any dis- 
respectful reference to Delaware, and eulogizing 
, her valor and patriotism at the period of the Rev- 
olution. He said taat, if the distribution pro- 
osed by him violated the terms of cession, so 
| did this bill; for it proposed to give a certain 
additional percentage of the proceeds of these 
lands to some States, and not to others. 
denied that his proposition violated the terms of 
the compact. These terms (admitting even that 
| they remained in force after the adoption of the 
Constitution) did not grant these lands as a com- 
mon fund to the several States in proportion to their 
population, but upon a different ratio, namely, in 
proportion to ‘* their usual respective proportions 
in the general charge and expenditure.’’ Now, 
(said Mr. W.) the ‘‘ usual general charge’’ in 


to population. The exporting States, of which 
Mississippi is one of the largest, bear a propor- 
tion in sustaining this Government, both in war 
and in peace, far beyond their population. In 
| war they bear nearly the whole pecuniary bur- 
| den, for their great staple falls to a mere nominal 
| price, whilst home manufactures rise in value; 
and in peace, the tariff, from which we derive 
our revenue, whilst it is thought to aid the man- 
ufacturers of the North, depresses the value of 
the southern staples. In any point of view, the 
charges upon the — of the Union are not in 
proportion to population. It is true, direct taxes 
are in proportion to the Federal population, and 
we are told taxation and representation go together; 
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but taxation and representation do not go together 
in their full extent under our form of Govern- 
ment; otherwise, the large and the small States 
would not be equally represented in the Sengte. 
If representation is to be the criterion, that crite- 
rion, unéer our Constitution, should be the rep- 


| resentation in both Houses of Congress, as he 


(Mr. W.) proposed. If taxation was to be the 
criterion, direct taxation would furnish no prac- 
tical rule on the subject. Direct taxation was 
one only of the modes of supporting this Gov- 
ernment—a most unusual one—and Mr. W. 
thought it probable would never be resorted to 
again. The ** usual general charge’? upon the 
States is the tariff; and this does not operate in 
proportion to the population. 
Whilst Mr. W. was no believer in the forty 
bale theory, yet he proceeded to prove under the 
tariff system the exporting States bear more than 
their proportion of the charges of conducting the 
Government; it affects them both as consumers 
and exporters, whilst those States that export 
nothing are affected as consumers only. Mr. W. 
then pointed to that clanse of the bill which pro- 
posed to distribute the proceeds of the sales of 
the lands in 1840 and 1841, according to the last 
census, whereas they should, according to the 
theory of the bill, be distributed according to the 
nextcensus, which will greatly increase the share 
of Mississippi, and ought to be done if the pres- 
ent ratio was retained. 
Mr. NILES made some remarks in favor of 
the amendment. He said these lands were ceded 
as a common fund, to pay the debts of the Con- 
federation and carry onthe war; and if they were 
considered a fund belonging to the States, there 
was much reason to believe they belonged to 
them as sovereignties; butif they were the exclu- 
sive property of the Union, then there was an ar- 
bitrary power in .the Government over their dis- 
tribution. He regarded the whole scheme as an 
indirect system of internal improvement, and in 
carrying it out a regard ought to be had to the 
distribution among the States according to their 
respective wants and necessities; they ought to 
give the most to those that needed it most. Some 
States had just commenced their internal improve- 
ments, and would need more than others. The 
| State of New York had finished hers, and would 
| not need any assistance. If there was any prin- 
| ciple in this bill, it was in favor of this amend- 
ment. The States had formerly stood upon equal 
footing, and little Delaware then stood up as an 
equal with Virginia. He belonged to one of the 
small States, and was opposed to the whole 
scheme; bu tif they were to be bought up he 
wanted as high a price as he could get. 
Mr. CLAYTON referred to the deed of cession 
from the State of Virginia to show that the prin- 
ciple contained in the amendment was unconsti- 
tutional. The deed of cession required that tlie 
distribution of the fund arising from these lands 
should be made according to the respective pro- 
portion contributed by them ef the general charges 
and expenditures of the Government. Now, 
could the gentleman from Mississippi telt him 
that Mississippi and Delaware paid a proportion 
_ of the expenses of the Government equal to the 
| proportion of their Senators and Representatives 
, in Congress? and if not, how the distribution 
| proposed by his amendment (taking the additional 
amount given to these two States from the other 
States) would be just? Now, the apportionment 
on the basis of Federal population was the only 
just one, because it was on that basis that the 
direct taxes were apportioned. Mr. C., after 
taking a view of the two messages of the Pres- 
| ident recommending a distribution of the surplus 

revenue on the basis of Federal population, and 

reading copious extracts from it, said that the 
| distribution on that basis, as recommended by 
| the President, was the only just one, and that he 
| heartily agreed in opinion with him. By appor- 
| tioning the distribution according to the repre- 
|, sentation in the other House, Delaware would be 
| treated with great injustice, because she had but 
|| one Representative, and wanted but a fraction of 
| population, according to the apportionment of 
Ropdeutiestiven, to entitle her to two; while a 


| 
|| distribution, according to the number both of 
| Senators and Representatives, would give Dela- 
|| ware three shares, though she was entitled to but 
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two, or nearly two, and would be unjust to the 1 


large States. 


Mr. WALKER said he had not said the addi- || with its provisions. 


tional percentage was unequal; he had only said |, 


it Was not according to the proposed ratio of Fed- 
eral population; and therefore, if this ratio could 
be departed from in the one case, it could in the 
other, as proposed by him, [Mr. Warker.] That 
the distinguished Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray} must be hard pressed for argument when 
he rallied the friends of the bill against a just 
amendment, by saying it had emanated from him, 
{[Mr. Warker,] an enemy of the bill. Mr. W. 
said it was true he had feared the policy of the 
bill was to defeat preémption laws, to keep up the 
price of the public lands, to keep up the tariff on 
the lands of the West, whilst it was reduced in 


all other cases; and that he had deeply lamented || 


the failure for the present of this amendment, re- 
ducing the price for four forty-acre lots in favor 
of actual setders only, which would have greatly 
benefited the poor man and the actual cultivator 
of the soil. Bat he had not told the Senate how 
he should now vote. Since this bill was intro- 
duced, the old States had, he feared, become more 
and more rigid in regard to the settlers in the new 
Siates—that they were now opposing preémptions 
as well as a reduction of the price. Thatas re- 
gards the settlers, the speeches of gentlemen in 
their favor were very good things; but when gen- 
tlemen spoke one way for the settlers and voted 
another way against them, their speeches amount- 
ed to less than nothing. That no provision as 
regards any ratio of distribution was designated 


by the Constitution; and that to disregard the | 


representation of the States in the Senate alto- 


gether wae to make an approach towards break- | 
ing down the State sovercignties and consolidat- | 


ing the Government. 
Mr. W. said there were peculiar reasons why 


| Fowler, French, Fry, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, 
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Virginia, and was satisfied, after full reflection, || 


that the amendment of his colleague conflicted 


VISLO He was therefore compelled 
to vole against it. 

The question was here takenon Mr. WaLKER’s 
amendment; and it was rejected—ycas 6, nays 37; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Ewing of Illinois, Linn, Niles, 
Robinson, and Walker—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Goldsborough, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Hill, Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Morris, 
Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Peston, Rives, Rob- 
bins, Shepley, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, 
Webster, White, and Wright—37. 


The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, “April 25, 1836. 

The unfinished business of Monday last was 
taken up, being a motion to excuse Mr. Unpen- 
woop from voting on laying an appeal on the 
table taken by Mr. Wise, from a decision of the 
Cuair, that a memorial presented by Mr. Stave 
against the admission of Arkansas into the Union, 
on the ground of the toleration of slavery, went, 
under the order of the House, to the committee 
appointed under the resolution of Mr. Pinckney. 

ir. UNDERWOOD was then excused from 
voting; and the motion to lay the appeal on the 
table was carried—yeas 127, nays 62, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anthony, Barton, Beale, Bean, 
Beaumont, Bockee, Bovee, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, By- 
num, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chapin, Cleveland, 
Coffee Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushing, Cushman, Deberry, 


| Dickerson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Effner, Fairfield, Farlin, 


the principle of distribution which he proposed | 


now might be very just at this period, and yet 
not constitute a standing precedent. 
States (but one) are small States, whose fund 
would be incre sed by the principle he proposed 
to adopt; and that this would be only returning 
to the people of the new States, who paid into 
your Treasury nearly all this fund, a large rat- 
able proportion of the moneys paid by themselves. 
Mr. W. said, if he had proposed to divide this 
fund equally among all the States without regard 


to ee there might be some ground to | 


complain; but when his proposed distribution 
adopted the compound ratio of representation in 


both Houses fixed by the Constitution, it would | 
come much nearer to a just basis, under existing | 


circumstances, than the last or the next census. || 


Mr. CLAY said that the gentleman from Mis- 
Sissippl, it was true, offered strong inducements 
to Delaware to obtain the support of her Senator 
to his amendment, and, these failing, he had of- 


fered another by way of compliment to her Sen- | 


ator, and that had also failed, the Senator from 


Delaware's sense of justice outweighing all other | 


considerations. The gentleman referred to the 


cent. to the new States. 


of justice towards the old States was so strong as | 
to induce him to move to strike out this provis- | 


ion, and he could get the gentlemen from the 
other new States to agree with him, he (Mr. C.) 
did not know that he would persist in a desire to 
retain it. Mr. C, then went on to show that the 
distribution according to the basis of Federal 
population was the only just one, and urged the 
Senate not to adopt the amendment, as striking 
at the very principle of the biil. 

Mr. PORTER observed in reply to Mr. Waxk- 
ER that, as the Senator from Mississippi had not 
given any pledge to vote either for or against the 
bill, he was still open to conviction, and he hoped 
that he might be induced to go for it. Now, he 
had made up his mind to vote tor the bill, and being 
friendly tom he dreaded the effect the amendment 
would have in the other House. In the Senate 
the small States were strong, but in the other 
Elouse the tables would be turned; there will be 
(said Mr. P.) forty to one against us. He there- 
tore could not vote for the amendment, as he be- 
lieved it would defeat the bill. 

Mr. BLACK observed that he had carefully 
examiued the deed of cession from the State of 


All the new | 


| poel, Wagener, Ward, Webster, Weeks, Whittlesey, and 
| Sherrod Williams—127. 


| 


erence to slavery in the Territories. 


| gensmith, Lane, Laporte, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Joshua 


James Garland, Gillet, Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel 8. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, 


flaynes, Henderson, Hoar, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt- || 


|| ington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Joseph John- | 


son, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, | 
Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klin- | 


Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lincoin, Logan, 


| Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, || 


' Kim, MeLene, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, | 


Owens, Page, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. 


| Pearce, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, Reed, Rencher, John |! 


sented by Mr. S. on that day. 
inequality in the bill which gave the twelve per 1 


If the Senator’s sense | 


Reynolds, Ripley, Rogers, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Sickies, 
Smith, Spangler, Speight, Storer, Sutherland, Tajiaterro, 
Taylor, John Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Turrill, Vander- 


NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Bailey, Bell, 
Bond. John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Campbell.George 
Chambers, John Chambers, Chapman, Nathaniel H. Clai- 
borne, Jolin F. H. Claiborne, Claris, Corwin,Crane, Darling- 
ton, Denny, Evans, Everett, Glascock, Granger, Graves, 
Grayson, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Har- 
per, Hazeltine, Heister, Holsey, Hunt, William Jackson, 
Janes, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Lewis, Love, 
Lucas, Sampson Mason, McKay, McKennan, Mercer, Mor- 
ris, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phillips, Potts, Russell, | 
William B. Shepard, Slade, Sloane, Standefer, Steele, | 
Vinton, Washington, White, Lewis Williams, and Wise— | 
62. j 

The next subject in order was an appeal of a | 
similar character taken by Mr. Stave on the 11th 


instant from a like decision upon a petition pre- 


} 
Mr. SPEIGHT, in order to 
discussion on the appeal, moved that it be laid on 


the table, together with the subject connected with 
it 


Mr. WISE had received a letter from certain 
persons gonnected with Bristol College, which | 
denied that they had signed any memorial in ref- | 


Mr. SLADE had not stated that the persons | 


| | 


ut an end to the || 


| 


The question was then taken; and the ap 


| was laid on the table; yeas 110, nays 63, as fol- 


lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ash, Ashley, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beau- 
mont, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chapin, Clark, 
Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cush. 
man, Deberry, Dickerson, Dromgoole, Duniap, Effner, Fair. 
field, Farlan, Fowler, French, Fry, Phiio C. Fuller, Wij- 
liam K, Fuller, Gillet, Graves, Grayson, Haley, Joseph 
Hall, Hamer, Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, 
Hawes, Haynes, Henderson, Hopkins, Hubley, Hunting- 


(ton, Hunisman, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph 


Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Kilgore, Kin- 
nard, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Gideon Lee, Leonard, 
Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Manning, Martin, John Y. Mason, 
William Mason, Moses Mason, May, McKay, McKeon, 
McKim, Mcl.ene, Mercer, Montgomery, Morgan, Muhien- 
berg, Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Petiigrew, Phelps, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Rip- 
ley, Roane, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, William B. Shep- 
ard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sickles, Smith, 
Speight, ‘Taliaferro, Taylor, John Thomson, Turrill, Van- 
doreaeh, Wagener, Ward, Webster, and Sherrod Williains 
anti. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Bailey, Bell, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Campbell, Carter, 
George Chambers, John Chansbers, Chapman, Childs, John 
F. H. Claiborne, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Evans, Ev- 
erett, James Garland, Glascock, Granger, Griffin, Hard, 
Hardin, Harlan, Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Holscy, Howell, 
William Jackson, Kennon, Lawter, Lawrence, Lay, Luke 
Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lucas, Lyon, Sampson Mason, 
Maury, McKennan, Milligan, Morris, James A. Pearce, 
Phillips, Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, Spangter, Standeter, 
Steele, Storer, Waddy Thompson, Towns, Washington, 
Whittiesey, Lewis Williams, and Wise—63. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS—GEN- 


ERAL HARRISON. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions of the Kentucky Legislature in favor 
of a distribution of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Wiis, of Kentucky, to refer the resolu- 
tions to the Committee of Ways and Means, with 
instructions to reporta bill for the distribution of 


| the proceeds aforesaid among the several States 


for purposes of internal improvements and edu- 


| Moses Mason, May, McCarty, McComas, McKeon, Mce \| cation. 


Mr. HAWES rose to proceed in the remarks 
which he had heretofore commenced. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, contended 


'| that, by givi»xg way for other business on former 
|| days, his colleague had waived his right to the 
| floor, and that, under the rule, he could not again 
|| address the House until every other member had 
‘| spoken who chose to do so. 


it 
if 
| 


The sense of the House was taken, and it was 
decided, without a count, that Mr. Hawes was 


|, entitled to the floor. 


Mr. HAWES said it had been so long since he 


|| had submitted the pReoen i part of his remarks, 
|| that he scarcely remembere 


at what point of the 
debate he had left off. He should, however, be- 


|| fore coming to the subject of distribution, touch 


upon the military career of General Harrison 
during the late war. The able and indefatigable 


|| member from the State of Illinois [Mr. Casey 


had offered a proposition to graduate the price of 
the public lands. The subject now under con- 
sideration was to distribute the proceeds of the 
public lands among the several States, according 
to their Federal numbers. This proposition, if 
carried into effect, he believed, would entirely 


| prostrate the interests of the western country; 


alluded to had signed the memorial which he pre- || 


sented from Bristol. 

Mr. MORRIS asked for the yeas and nays on | 
the motion to lay on the table; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. ADAMS had in his possession similar pe- 
titions, and inquired of the Chair what would 
be the effect of laying the appeal on the table, and 
whether or not the petition would also be laid on 
the table, or go to the select committee ? 

The SPEAKER replied that, if the motion to 
lay the appeal on the table prevailed, it would 
carry with it the whole subject, and that the ac- 
tion upon the petition would be suspended, sub- 
ject to the point of order upon the appeal, and 
would remain suspended until the House should 
take up and decide the point of order arising upon | 
that appeal. 


and he had said before, that he never could con- 
sent that the interests of the land of his adoption 


| should be thus prostrated. He asked if it would 


not be better to take the bill of the gentleman from 
Illinois in preference to the proposition then under 
discussion? That bill, if carried into effect, 
would go to enhance the prosperity of the West. 
There were a portion of the people of the United 
States who considered that it was unconstitutional 
for the General Government to makes internal 
improvements; and yet, under the operations of 
the land bill, it would be to force the States to do 
that which the Government itself could not do. 
Since Mr. H. had had the honor of addressing 
the House, his friend from Ohio [Mr. Srorer} 


had taken occasion, in Committee of the Whole, 
to answer the remarks which Mr. H. had made 
/on that occasion, although he had not, as the 


House well knew, finished his speech; the effect 
of which was, that the speech of the gentleman 
from Ohio, in answer to his, was laid before the 
people of the country before his was finished. He 
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therefore hoped that he might be permitted then 
to answer the speech which purported to be an | 
answer to his. 

The CHAIR stated that, as he was not per- , 
mitted to do so by the rules of the House, he 
must put the question to the House. 

The question was then put, and Mr. Hawes 
was permitted to reply to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. 

Mr. HAWES observed that he felt thankful to 
the House for the favor, because, otherwise, the 
speech of the gentleman from Ohio, in answer to | 
his, never could have been answered by him. The | 
speech of the gentleman in pamphlet form, was 
the most singular looking article of the kind he 
had ever seen. It purported upon its face to be 
a speech in answer to his, in relation to the mil- 
itary conduct of General Harrison during the late 
war; yet when it came to be opened and looked 
into, instead of its being a speech, four fifths of 
it were certificates to the souls of General Har- 
rison during the late war; so he thought the best 
designation he could give it would be, the certif- 
icate speech of the gentleman from Ohio. It 
never was his intention to charge a want of per- 
sonal bravery in General Harrison during the 
war. He had, however, a right to inquire into 
his military character, as it was on that ground 
alone that his colleague [Mr. Harpiy] called on | 
the people of Kentucky to support him for the 
highest station in the people’s gift. This being the 
case, and as on this alone were rested his claims 
for the Presidency, Mr. H. considered it a dut 
to show on what basis these claims were fomned. 
His friend from Ohio, too, had introduced as many 
certificates of character of General Harrison asa 
physician would have strung to a patent med- 
icine he wished to recommend to the country. 
He asked if it was necessary, in this instance, to 
support the military character of a commanding 
officer by a long list of certificates? It had been 
observed by one now ina high station, that the 
cliaracter of a military man was always injured by 


certificates, because it led men to doubt whether | 


he had acted bravely. He asked if aman would 
go to get certificates of character, unless charges 
had been made against that character? Certainly 
not. What would be thought of a female, who 
would go through the land to get certificates of 
character? Why, it would be thought that se- 
rious charges had been made against her charac- 
ter. He considered the character of a military 
man as delicate as that of a female. He discov- 
ered, too, in these certificates, that they were all 
colonels, majors, generals, &c. It would be rec- 
olleeted, however, that during that period of the 
war, these men were not colonels, majors, and 
generals, but were the mere subordinate officers 
under the command of General Harrison, and that 


they became colonels, majors, and generals, sub- | 


sequent to that period. At the time they gave 
the certificates alluded to, they stood pretty much 


in the same relation to General Harrison that his , 


friend from New York [Mr. Granger] now did— 


as lieutenant, or second incommand. They were | 
his mere subordinates, and dependent upon him; 


and he made this allusion to show that they should 
not be carried before the country as colonels and 
generals at that time. But he asked where was 
the certificate of the individual who commanded 
the fourth regiment at Tippecanoe—that regiment 
which shed luster and glory on the country? Gen- 
eral Harrison had the certificates of all his subor- 
dinates; but Mr. H. asked where was the certif- 
iéate of the commander of that regiment? He 
appealed to some of the gentlemen in that House 
it they had not heard, on various occasions, Gen- 


eral Harrison in a different way from that of these 
certificates. The reason why his certificate was 
not produced was, that it would go in opposition 
to those laid before them, because he was of a 
different opinion from those who had given these 
certificates. 

He had said before, that the battle of Tippe- 
ennoe was the best action of General Harrison’s 
life, save one, and that one was, when the hand 
of Providence directed him to come to Washing- 
ton to throw up the command of the army, in 
order that the hero of Orleans might be appointed 
in his stead. Mr. H. said, if they did not take 


| Tippecanoe as evidence of his powers, they might | 
| look in vain for what he had done in any other | 


field. He believed the gentleman from Ohio had 
said that the general once had a hole shot in his 
hat. As certificates had becomé the order of the 
| day, Mr. H. would read the opinion of Major 
Madison, who was not the subordinate of Gen- 
eral Harrison, nor depehdent upon him for sup- 
port, but who was the Governor of an independ- 
ent State; and he stated that the reasons why the 
day was so calamitous, was, that the part of the 
army under command of General Harrison was 
kept at such a distance from the gemainder of 
the troops that they could not be brought to 
act In concert with them;and Major Madison had 
much better means of ascertaining the true state 
| of facts than one of General Harrison’s subor- 
dinates. Yet, notwithstanding that General Har- 
rison generally kept a considerable distance from 
the enemy, he was to be brought before the people 
for the Presidency as the hero of the last war, 
| with a long string of patent-medicine certificates, 
patched up by the gentleman from Ohio, while 
those who actually fought and bled in some of 
those battles were to be cried down by those gen- 
tlemen. But Major Madison stated that if even 
five hundred men had been sent by General Har- 
rison to the relief of those who were engaged in 
that conflict, it would have been a victory instead 
of a defeat. He asked the gentleman from Ohio 
if he would rest the claims of an individual for 
the Presidency on so flimsy a foundation as this? 
That General would not even send five hundred 
men to save the slaughter of his fellow-citizens 
on that occasion; and yet they were called upon 
to support that General for the Presidency on no 
_ other ground than his great military achieve- 
/ments. He would tell his colleague, who had 
| based his claims of General Harrison on his mili- 
tary achievements, that, because of the recollec- 
tions of the field of Raisin, the people would 
most assuredly defeat him. The gentleman from 
Ohio had thought that Mr. H. was taking upon 
himself that which ought to have been left to some 
of the gentlemen from. Ohio. He would tell the 
gentleman that he had a very warm feeling for 
Ohio; and when he saw a sister State slandered, 
and that too by an individual who was now 
coming forward to ask them for their votes, he, 
as a Kentuckian, should make an effort, however 
humble it might be, to throw back that slander. 
He had understood the gentleman from Ohio to 
say that when Ohio needed his (Mr. H.’s) ser- 
| vices, she would send a special messenger. He 
| would tell the gentleman that he would always 
be found ready to do justice to Ohio or any other 


| ger. He would also tell the gentleman, that if 
| the people of his State had been spoken of thus, 
he would not have endeavored to pass it over 
by showing that some other person had spoken 
in like manner of the people of another State; but 
_he would at once have pronounced it a slander. 
How did the gentleman from Ohio justify this 


| that General Jackson spoke in the same manner 
| of the Kentuckians at New Orleans. Had his 
oan forgotten the history of the matter? It 
| 


|| must be recollected that that matter was inves- 


|| General Jackson himself. 
mediately withdrew it 7 


|} and Mr. H. had no dou 


|| votes. 


|| of Ohio. 


| 


| 


|| dismay, in consequence of the massacres that had || 
He had said that the people were, 
| for a time, panic-struck, and that dismay per- 
|| vaded the frontier, but that they were not in fear | 


| taken place. 


|| or dread. 


the conduct of General Harrison at the batile of | eration, although upon the authority of the gen- 


State without being sent for by a special messen- | 


charge which General Harrison had made ag~inst | 
the people of Ohio? He justified it by saying || 


|| tigated by a court-martial, which determined that 
\| the Kentuckians had acted like true soldiers, and | 
|| the judgment of the court-martial was signed by | 
If General Jackson 

|| had done injustice to the Kentuckians, he im- 

] signing their acquittal; | 
t but that Genera! Har- 

eval Boyd speak of the military character of Gen- | rison would now sign an acquittal for the people || 
|| of Ohio, since he had become solicitous of their 
But the gentleman from Ohio had been 
|| bringing forward certificates to back General Har- 
|| rison in the charges he made against the people 


| Mr. STORER said, what he had said on that 


' . . . . . ; 
|| subject was, that it was in a time of universal | 


‘(| Mr. HAWES resumed: He denied this assev- 


tleman from Ohio, because he believed a braver 
people never did exist than the western people; 
and he asked those who were old enough to know, 


| if the time ever was when dismay pervaded the 


West. Itdid not. Enlistments were annecessary 
because enough volurteered to answer every pur- 
pose; and this he did not think looked much like 
dismay or disinelination to the service. 

Mr. H. said General Harrison ought not to 
receive the vote of Kentucky on account of his 
great military talents; and on this alone his col 
league had rested his claims to the presidency: 
He was willing to do justice to that individual, 
and would again repeat what. he had said once 
before, that he did not intend to make any charge 
against his personal bravery; but he considered 
his military character as public property; and so 


_he should exercise the privilege of treating the 


military character of any individual. He again 
said that he should not have mentioned the name 
of General Harrison at all, and should not have 
found it necessary even to allude to his military 


' character, had it not been for the remarks of his 
| colleague, (Mr. Harpiw.] 


The gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Srorer] thought Mr. H. had acted 
wrong in tearing up the military character of 
General Harrison. That gentleman (said he) 
ought to have been much gratified at the course 
he (Mr. H.) took, because it gave the gentleman 
from Ohio a good opportunity to tack together 
his list of certificates, showing what a military 

' man and excellent soldier General Harrison was; 
and those public documents and certificates could 
not fail to do good in Ohio, because the people of 
Ohio were an intelligent people, and could not 
fail to be convinced by the vast number of certifi- 
cates which the gentleman from Ohio had attached 
to his speech. 
| Mr. H. said,as he had occupied a considerable 
| portion of the time of the House, and as there 
| would be another opportunity of discussing this 
| subject, he would now yield the floor to his col- 
_ league, [Mr. Wiitiams,} who had shown so 
much anxiety to obtain the floor. 

_ Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, obtained the 
‘floor; but the hour having nearly expired, he 
| moved that the House proceed to the orders of 
| the day; which was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, on leave, reported a bill 
making a farther appropriation for repressing 

| Indian hostilities in Florida; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. LANE, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported the following bills; 
| which were read twice, and committed: A bill 
| for the erection of anew jail in the city of Wash- 
| ington, for Washington county, in the District 
| of Columbia; and a bill to establish a criminal 
| court in the District of Columbia. 


|| Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 


mittee on Roads and Canals, reported a bill 
providing for purchasing the individual stock in 
the Louisville and Portland Canal by the United 
States; which was read twice. 

Mr. GRAVES moved to commit the bill, and 
|| make it the special order for Thursday next, 
from eleven to one o’clock; which was negati-red 
| without a count. 

Mr. GRAVES then moved to appropriate one 
hour on Thursday, from twelve to ene o’cloek, 
| to the consideration of the aforesaid bull; whieh 
was not agreed to. 
| On motion of Mr. CALHOON, of Kentueky, 
| the bill was then committed. 


} PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
| Petitions and memorials were presented, on 


leave, by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, THOMP- 
SON of South Carolina, HOWARD, MAY, 
/ LAWRENCE, WHITE, JENIFER, PETTI- 
|| GREW, JOHNSON of Kentueky, THOMPSON 
of Ohio, LAY, GIDEON LEE, BUCHANAN, 
| BEALE, INGERSOLL, COLES, ALLEN of 
| Vermont, WISE, LAWLER, PATTERSON, 
MUHLENBERG, SLOANE, HANNEGAN, 
and CLAIBORNE of Mississippi. 

Mr. LAWRENCE presented a memorial of 
sundry citizens of Boston, on the subject of an 
| express mail from that city to New Orleans, 
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Office and Post Roads. : 

Mr. ADAMS presented joint resolutions of the 

epislature of Massachusetts, in favor of the bill 
before the Senate for the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands; 

Also, joint resolutions in reference to fortifica- 
tions in Boston harbor; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL presented a petition 


praying an appropriation for the erection of a | 


monument in memory of Mr. David Williams, 
deceased, one of the captors of Major André; 
which was referred to a select committee of five. 

Mr. PATERSON presented the petition of the 
W yandott nation of Indians at Upper Sandusky, 
asking remuneration for stolen horses; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented the petition of | 
Hugh McConnell, a revolutionary soldier, pray- | 


ing to be placed on the pension roll; which was 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- | 


sions. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedieucy 
of establishing a post route from Pulaski, Tennessee, by 
Rogersville, to Cortlund, Alabama. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before the House the papers on file in the Pension Office, 
in the case of Hugh McConnell. 


On motion of Mr. HOWARD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing the 
name of Edward Dennis on the pension roll. 
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which was referred to the Committée on the Post | g1 The bill was read. Teapproprited the sum of || tee took upthe bill making 


| that of the former Sn are only $487 re- || 


| mittee then took u 
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appropriations for the 
Indian Department for the year 1836, for Indian 
| annuities, &c. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
ed; w | Ways and Means, proposed sundry amendments 
be laid aside and reported to the House without || for carrying into effect the stipulations of various 
amendment. | treaties with the Senecas, Choctaws, &c., and 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- || expenses arising from entering into said treaties; 
the bill providing for the || which were agreed to. 
salaries of certain officers therein named. } Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved an 
This bill provides for the payment of the sala- || additional item of $80,000, for the pores of 
ries of such extra clerks as are now employed in || the treaty 


000,000 for the pu ; 
Mr.CAM BRELENG made a brief explanation 


mained; when tlie bill was considered, ordered to 





| carrying into effect the provisions 0 





_ already 


the various Qepartments, and whose compensa- 


Committee of Ways and Means having included 
in that bill only such clerks and officers as were 
rovided for by law. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a reduction of 


the item for the clerks in the office of the surveyor | 


general of Illinois and Missouri from $4,820 to 

$2,820, on the ground that the balance was pro- 

vided for under the civil list bill; which was 
reed to. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to strike out the following 
words from the first clause: ‘* That being the sum 
heretofore allowed him in the appropriation bills;”’ 
which was agreed to. 


Mr. ADAMS moved that the same words be |; 
stricken out of the bill wherever they occurred, | 
| on the ground of their being surplusage; which | 


was agreed to. 


Mr, JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved thatthe | 
two extra clerks in the ‘Treasury Department be | 


allowed an annual salary of $1,150, and the other 
$1,000; which was agreed to. 
Mr. JOHNSON moved to strike out the clause 


| appropriating $1,000 for the salary of an addi- 


' || with the Cado Indians; which was agreed to, 
tion was not provided for in the civil list bill, the | 


Mr. LYON moved an item of $2,327 12, to pay 


' Colonel David Brierly for provisions purchased 
|| by him, and applied to the use of the Indians; 
| which, after a few words from Messrs. LYON, 
| CAMBRELENG, BELL, and EVERETT, was 


agreed to. 
Mr. BELL, under direction of the Committee 


|| on Indian Affairs, moved two additional items, 
| viz: to defray the expense of removing certain 
| Indians residing south of the Wisconsin, $40,000; 
|and to defray the expense of holding treaties 
|| with certain Indiavs in the Green Bay district, 
|| $20,000; which was agreed to. 


Mr. EVERETT, from the same committee, 
moved an additional item of $2,000, to defray 
the expense of holding treaties with the Indian 
tribes, for the purpose of extinguishing certain 


| Indian titles in Missouri; which was agreed to. 


Several additional items were agreed to, on the 


motions of Mr. ASHLEY and Mr. BELL; and 


| the bill was laid aside. 


| The committee then rose, and reported the 
foregoing bills, as amended, to the House. 


The bill making a further appropriation for 





tional clerk for the Navy Department; which was 


suppressing Indian hostilities in Florida, reported 
| agreed to. 


‘ 
‘ 
, 
: 
i On motion of Mr. HAMER, it was 


a 
? 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
pension of Zebedee Smith, of Adams county, Onio. 


On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of placing the 
name of Danie! Granger upon the pension roll. 


On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au 


thorizing the Postmaster General to contract for carrying 


the mails on the navigable canals of the several States. 


On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency or paying to Nicholas 
Darnell the per annum allowance now allowed him, from 
the 2ist of November, 1828, to the Qist of November, 1835, 


at which time his name was placed on the invalid pension | 


roll. 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post route from Elizabethtown, by Lennon’s 
cross roads, to Fair Bluff; thence by Whitesville and the 
Prong, at Wooten’s, back to Elizabethtown. 


On motion of Mr. BAILEY, it was 


the heirs of Pau! Dodge, late of Newcastle, in the county of 
Lincoln, State of Maine, deceased, the amount of his pen- 
sion from the 4th of March, 1820, (the time his name was 
dropped from the roll, under the act of 1820, on account of 
property,) to December, 1820, (the time of his death.) 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


In further execution ef the special order of th 
26th of January last, the House resolved itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Surnertann in the chair.) 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to take up the bill 
making further appropriations for the repression 
of Indian hostilities in Florida. 

Mr. MERCER inquired of the Chair whether 
the special order embraced this bill, and whether 
the effect of that order was prospective as well as 
retrospective ? 

The CHAIR referred to the resolution of 26th 
of January, and said it embraced all the appro- 


Mr. McKAY moved to strike out the words, 
‘commencing with the present year,’’ whenever 


| they occurred in the bill; which was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved an ad- 


ditional clause to the bill providing an annual 


engrossed for a third reading; and, having been 
engrossed, was read a third time and passed. 

he House also concurred with the committee 
in their amendments to the Indian appropriation 


without amendment, was then ordered to be 


'| bill,and it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


salary of $2,500 to the surveyor general of the || reading to-morrow. 


United States for Louisiana, and to the registers || 


The bill providing for the salaries of certain 


and receivers an additional $1,000 during the time || officers therein named was then taken up, and 


they are employed in attending to private land || all the amendments concurred in by the 


claims. 


Mr. ASHLEY moved to add the words, ** Mis- 
souri and Illinois,’’ after ‘‘ Louisiana,’’ in the 
amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested ‘* Arkansas”’ also. 

Theamendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, suggested to 


| the mover of the amendment to withdraw it,and, 
_ if necessary, the provision could be introduced in 


a separate bill; whereupon, 


r. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, withdrew the 


rn : : . : i e t. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions | | amendmen 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grauting to || 

re in the fy of | clause for the clerks of the surveyor general of 
‘Illinois and Missouri, by increasing it from 
| $2,820 to $3,820; which was agreed to. 


Mr. ASHLEY moved to amend the amended 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a general pro- 


| visional clause to the bill; which was ee to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, moved an addi- 


| tional clause, providing for the employment of 
' six extra clerks and one messenger in the Quar- 


termaster General’s office; which, after some re- 


‘(| marks from Messrs. JOHNSON of Kentucky, 
| CAMBRELENG, JOHNSON of Tennessee, and 


VINTON, was agreed to. 
Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, moved an additional clause, authorizing 


the surveyor general at St. Louis, Missouri, to 


employ two clerks in his office; the one at anan- 
nual salary of $1,000, the other at $800; which, 
after a few words from Messrs. BELL, CAM- 
BRELENG, ASHLEY, and JOHNSON of 


Mr. CAMBRELENG explained, that it wasa || 
mere supplementary bill to the ordinary appro- | 
|| priation bill, and provided for no increase, nor 
| for any new salary, nor indeed for any appropri- 
ation not heretofore provided for. 


| 
| Mr. LINN presented the 
| 





ouse 
| except that providing for additional clerk hire in 
the Quartermaster General’s department. 

Mr. McKAY said, if the amendment should 
| be adopted, he should move a proviso to prevent 
| the employment of commissioned officers asextra 





|| clerks in the bureau. 
|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, hoped there 


| would be no objection to such a modification. 
Mr. McKAY moved his proviso, and it was 
| agreed to nem con. 

The amendment was then discussed by Messrs. 
CAMBRELENG, JOHNSON of Kentucky, and 
JOHNSON of Tennessee, when it was agreed 
to—ayes 86, noes 40; and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that the 
next bill he should propose to take up would be 
the Army appropriation bill, to which he intended 
to move some important amendments. 

On motion of Mr. FULLER, of New York, 
the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, April 26, 1836. 


tition of the inhab- 
itants of Johnson county, Missouri, praying for 
the establishment of a post route from Columbus, 
situated at the iron works on the nate 
river, State of Kentucky, to pass thro e 
seats of justice of Scott, Cape Girardeau, I 
son, and St. Francis counties; thence to Caledonia 
and Mina counties, to the seat of justice of Craw- 
ford county; thence to the seat of justice in 

county, by the way of Massy’s iron works; 
thence to the seat of justice of Pettis county; 
thence to Gilchrist’s mills in Johnson county; 





; priation bills for the expenses of the various De- Tennessee, was agreed to. thence to Blackwater post office in said county; 
4 partments of the Government. ne Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, moved to insert || thence to Independence, in Jackson county; wh 
ea 3 Mr. MERCER merely made the inquiry, and — an item of 91,000 for the payment of costs of || was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
a4 should not press a question of order upon tt. certain suits decided against the United States in || and Post Roads. 
hy The committee then took up and considered | Missouri and Florida. [The same amendment The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
se the bill reported this morning, providing for the | moved by Mr. H. to the civil list bill.) Lost. || Treasury Department, in answer to a resolution 
is repression of Indian hostilities in Florida. The bill was then laid aside; and the commit- |! of the Senate submitted by Mr. Ewine, inquiring 
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